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is dedicated to my many friends in the Polo 
World. Some of them have played for Aurora, 
many of them against Aurora at various times 
in various places. I hope they enjoyed the 
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Polo Tales — 1922-1930 


In 1970, it is not easy to recall and record the polo of earlier 
days in Buffalo but, to be sure, many of the players and ponies 
and games and incidents are well-remembered. 


Polo in Buffalo has a history which goes back to the days of 
the famous Cary Brothers, Dr. Charles Cary, Thomas Cary and 
George Cary. A poster, hanging on the wall in the Buffalo 
Country Club, advertises a game to be played in Delaware Park 
in 1879. 


Later, George and Devereux Milburn with C. C. (Pad) 
Rumsey and J. N. Scatchard continued the game in Buffalo 
until they moved to New York. But, others carried on the sport 
vuntil it had to be dropped during World War I. 


It is the purpose of this Tale to attempt to review briefly the 
polo years from 1922-1930, when polo flourished at the Buffalo 
Country Club in the “good old days”. Some of the men who 
played at the Club before the game was dropped were interested 
in its revival — Coleman Curtiss, Harry Spaulding, Chan 
Wells, Dr. William H. Glenny, Charles Goodyear and 


Lawrence Rumsey. 


These veteran polo players encouraged others to take up the 
game. To mention a few besides the writer: Ham Andrews, 
George Appleton, Pete Burgard, Hazard Campbell, Ganson 
Depew, Joe Donner, John Casa Equia, James Evans, John Evans, 
Frank Goodyear, Bert Gurney, Ralph Hanes, Eric Hedstrom, 
Bob Keating, Irv Kittinger, Watson Pomeroy, Bill and Al 
Schoellkopf and Reg Taylor. We were also fortunate to have in 
our midst a Canadian who had moved to Buffalo from Toronto. 
Brig. General Harold C. Bickford, an experienced player, having 
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played in India in Regimental polo and in recent years on the 
Toronto Team. A fine horseman, he knew the tactics of the 
game and was most helpful in developing the young players. He 
was also a splendid team captain. 


During the summer of 1921, Coleman Curtiss encouraged me 
to play polo and loaned mea pony one day to stick and ball at the 
Lake Shore Hunt Club. It was a fascinating experience and, 
after a few more attempts, I was hooked with the “bug” and 
decided to give it a good try and find out if I could play. 


The annual home and home matches between the Buffalo 
Country Club and Toronto were great sporting events and 
closely contested with Buffalo usually coming out the winner 
due, primarily, to the skill and tactics of ‘‘General” Bickford. 
In Toronto in those days, the games were played in the center 
of the Old Woodbine Track. The ponies were transported by 
truck to Lewiston, thence by boat to Toronto. The players had 
several choices — by rail or boat, by auto or by flying boat, 
which was in service for a few years between Buffalo and 
Toronto. The planes landed at docks near the downtown areas, 
a short hop! 


The Toronto players included Colonel K. R. Marshall, Allen 
Case, Bobby Laidlaw, Tony Beadmore, Cecil Cowan and 
General MacBrien. 


In addition to the matches with Toronto, the Buffalo Country 
Club polo team for several years played home and home games 
with the Chagrin Valley Hunt and Polo Club of Cleveland, the 
Miami Valley Club of Dayton, the Montreal Polo Club and 
the Rochester Polo Club. 


The Lake Shore Hunt Club in Derby, New York, sparked 
by Stuart Mann and his sons, Kellogg and Nelson, with Howard 
Kellogg and his son, Howard, Jr., Charles Neale, June Trubee, 
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Henry Coit and Wally Schmidt provided good local compe- 
tition. 


It was mostly low goal polo in those days with lots of compe- 
tition and great fun for all. The trips to Toronto, Montreal, 
Dayton and Cleveland were laced with luncheons, dinners and 
dances. The three practice games a week at the Buffalo Country 
Club were the training ground for the young eager players — 
Henry Lenz, ex-caddy, was our faithful scorer and timer for 
many years and never missed a match or practice. He kept 
accurate records. 


It is pleasant to recall the names of Harold and Bud Talbott, 
Howell Howard, George Mead, Colin Gardner, Jim Rice, Bill 
Wood, Fred Tejan and Bill Barry from Dayton; Windsor, 
Walter, Tom and Holden White, Dave Ingalls, Sev Milliken, 
J. A. Wigmore and Captain Wesley White from Cleveland: 
Hartland and Tommy MacDougall, Ward Pitfield, Blair and 
‘Howard Gordon and Bill Ogilvie from Montreal. All keen polo 
players in their day and great sportsmen! 


One year a team known as the Detroit Gold Hats came to 
Buffalo with a young player rated at 0 named Cecil Smith. He 
later rose to 10 goals but was on the losing side that day. 


In other years, the Buffalo Country Club teams played in 
tournaments at the Onwentsia Club in Lake Forest, at the 
Thousand Islands, at Narragansett, at the Rockaway Hunt 
Club in Rumson, and in Newport, versus a team which in- 
cluded Freddy Prince and Raymond Guest. Although Buffalo 
lost the game by a close score, Mrs. Moses Taylor presented us 
with Cups as a consolation prize. 


In later years, the Buffalo team played in Oakville, Ontario 
on Mr. Bert Cox’s field and many inter squad games were 
played in East Aurora at Ess Kay Farm which still has three 
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fields. A field at Cragburn, Dot Goodyear Roger’s Estate, was 
played on for a few years and also a field jointly owned by Al 
Schoellkopf and Reg Taylor on Willardshire Road in East 


Aurora. 


For several years running, the East Aurora Polo Club sent 
teams to Ligonier near Pittsburgh. We were comfortably 
housed in the Rolling Rock Club and royally entertained. Cyril 
Harrison was their Polo Manager and an excellent player. The 
games were thoroughly enjoyed by players and spectators. One 
year, while I was standing at the pony end of the field watching 
the game, a man came to me and asked — “The old gentleman 
is not playing this year, is he?”’. I said “I guessed not’’, but was 
pleased to have him refer to me so politely. It might have been 
a lot worse! 


None of these young and eager Buffalo sportsmen in 1922 
had ever played the game and their knowledge of horses and 
horsemanship, to put it mildly, was limited. 


A carload of 20 ponies from Fred Post in Aiken, South Car- 
olina, divided among the players, provided mounts for a good 
start. They were mostly green ponies but playable. This was 
ito Se. 


Tick Allison who trained polo ponies for Fred Post came 
from Aiken as the Country Club Pro. He speeded up the prac- 
tice games and helped school our ponies. 


The high spot of Buffalo Country Club polo was a game ar- 
ranged in the spring of 1923 in Aiken. A team representing 
the Meadowbrook Club in Old Westbury, Long Island was in- 
vited to play a match in Buffalo vs the Country Club team. The 
Meadowbrook team consisted of Devereux Milburn, Captain 
of the 1921 USA International Team, rated at 10 goals, 
Skiddy Von Stade 6, Fred Post 4, and W. R. Grace 3 — a 23 
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goal team. The Country Club team lined up Harry Spaulding 1, 
Knox 2, General Bickford 3 and Allison 3 — a 9 goal team. 
Allison was included in the lineup to provide better competition 
for our visitors. 


The Meadowbrook Team traveled to Buffalo with their 
wives via the New York Central night train and were put up 
in “lavish” suites at the Statler Hotel. Probably the first time 
the Steele sisters, Nancy Milburn and Katherine Von Stade had 
ever stayed at a Statler hotel. I am sure it was also a novel ex- 
perience for Elise Grace. 


Ponies belonging to Country Club players were loaned to the 
Meadowbrook team. I remember Dev Milburn played Ganson 
Depew’s ponies. Mr. Grace played Joe Donner’s. Skiddy and 
Fred played some of the recently acquired Post ponies shipped 
from Aiken. These were all green ponies and certainly far from 
the quality the Meadowbrook players were accustomed to 
playing. 


A large crowd attended the game which had been well 
publicized in the local press. 


Mr. Milburn insisted on giving Buffalo a 14 goal handicap 
for the eight period game according to the Polo Association’s 
rule. 


At half time, it was evident the handicap was too much. We 
offered to swap ponies for the rest of the game which is the 
fairest arrangement, but Mr. Milburn chose to continue with 
the same mounts. 


The game was very close, without the handicap, Buffalo 
winning 7-5. 

Country Club: 0 21 1-0 2.01] 7 21420) 

Meadowbrook: 20 0 27—O0 10 0=5 = 5 
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The press hailed the great victory over the stars from 
Meadowbrook, but we knew only too well that the ponies had 
made the difference. 


A Saturday night party at the Club and a luncheon in East 
Aurora concluded this sporting visit by great sportsmen with 
their attractive wives. The memorable game gave a big lift to 
the polo season in 1923 and for several years thereafter. 


Polo continued at the Buffalo Country Club after it moved 
to a new location with two fields and stabling on Sheridan Drive 
and Young Road. The last match with a visiting team was 
against Dayton headed by Howell Howard with Bill Wood, 
Bill Barry and Stanley Taylor on July 21, 1935. Dayton won 
over the Buffalo team of Reg Taylor, Frank Goodyear, Knox 
and Bickford, who was playing strange ponies instead of his old 
favorites now under the sod, 8-6. 


In addition to polo games, polo pony shows were held occa- 
sionally at the Club with outside judges giving the players a 
chance to compare their ponies. One of our first year players 
entered his bay gelding in a brood mare class! A polo pony 
race about the length of a polo field, 300 yards, was a feature of 
the BuffaloDayton annual polo matches. Reg Taylor finally 
retired the Cup after winning it three times. 


Gymkhanas were also held several years at Ess Kay Farm 
with polo round robin tournaments the same weekend, mixing 
up novice or non polo players with the team members. 


The year Colonel Paul Miller managed the polo, he staged a 
particularly successful horsey weekend with a great variety of 
horse events and competition. 
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1929 — LAKE SHORE HUNT VISITS EAST AURORA 
Howard Kellogg, MFH, Lake Shore — Helen, MFH, East Aurora on Pepita 


EAST AURORA HUNT 


SHK on Candlebeam — Helen on Banner — Paul Yull, Huntsman with hounds 
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ROGERS COURT — EAST AURORA 


Hazard Campbell, SHK, Helen. Dot, Neddie Rogers 
Eddie Rogers 
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BUFFALO COUNTRY CLUB vs. MEADOWBROOK — JULY 1923 
SHK on Ping Pong, Devereux Milburn right background 
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CHAPTER II 


Polo Tales -— 1931-1939 
Aurora at Meadowbrook 


It is sad but a fact that the years of the U.S. Open Polo 
Championship at the Meadowbrook Club in Westbury, Long 
Island, with the glamour, crowds and publicity are over. From 
the middle twenties through the thirties, polo flourished on 
Long Island. Polo fans and the leading polo players in the 
country and the world gathered there in the Fall for the Open 
Championship and for the International Matches with Great 
Britain and Argentina. 


To briefly review International Polo, the team representing 
the U.S.A. comprised of Larry and Monty Waterbury, Harry 
Payne Whitney and Devereux Milburn defeated Great Britain 
in 1909 for the Westchester Cup at the Hurlingham Club in 
London. They were known as the “Big Four”. This famous 
and successful team, captained by Mr. Whitney, set a high 
standard for U.S. Polo. Most importantly, no expense or 
trouble was spared to see that the team was well-mounted. In 
1921, the U.S. invaded England to attempt to regain the Cup 
that had been won by Great Britain at Meadowbrook 81/-3, 
4-23/, in 1914. 


Great Britain: Capt. H. A. Tompkinson, Capt. L. Cheape, 
Major F. W. Barrett, Capt. V. N. Lockett. United States: 
Rene LaMontagne, J. M. Waterbury, Devereux Milburn, 


Lawrence Waterbury. 


In 1921 at the Hurlingham Club in London, a team com- 
posed of Louis Stoddard, Tommy Hitchcock age 21, Watson 
Webb and Devereux Milburn as Captain, brought back the 
Westchester Cup to the U.S.A. The U.S.A. team won both 
games 11-4 and 10-6. Great Britain: Lt. Col. Tompkinson, 
Major Barrett, Lord Wodehouse and Major Lockett. 
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From then on for 20 years, Tommy Hitchcock was a domin- 
ant figure in the high goal American polo scene. 


From Meadowbrook, the scene of the Open Championship 
has shifted in recent years to the Oakbrook Club near Chicago, 
where some very exciting high goal polo has been played. The 
twelve or more fields and stabling are ideal for lots of polo and 
lots of players. 


A new thruway from O’Hare Field to Oakbrook makes it 
easily accessible and the Oakbrook Inn provides comfortable 
quarters. Paul Butler is the host and owner of the Oakbrook 
Polo Club and other properties. The office of the U.S. Polo 
Association is now located in one of Paul Butler’s new office 
buildings near the polo fields. 


U.S. Open Polo of this later era at Oakbrook was headed by 
George Oliver whose enthusiasm for polo has kept the big game 
going. Other well-known players include Paul Butler (propri- 
etor and entrepreneur of Oakbrook), Cecil Smith, Bob Skene, 
Ray Harrington, Billy Mayer, The Barrys (Harold, Bill, Roy 
and Joe), Pete Bostwick, Dev Milburn, Alan Corey, Jr., Del 
Carroll, Doc Williams, Bob Uihlein, Billy Ylvisaker, John 
Oxley and sons, Ronnie Tongg, the Beveridges, Hugo Delmar, 
The Kramls, The Healys, Russell Firestone, Jackie Murphy, 
Charlie Smith, Billy Linfoot, Buddy Coombs, Jack Ivory, Lewis 
Smith, the Knox brothers and recently Hap Sharp. 


It was the writer’s good fortune to have had the opportunity 
to play polo at Meadowbrook and on the other Long Island fields 
during many of those years and they are unforgettable experi- 
ences. 


In addition to polo almost every day on the Meadowbrook 
Club’s eight full-sized fields (International, Cochran, Hitch- 
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cock, Whitney, Waterbury and three others, one near Club- 
house called No. 2), games were arranged and polo was played 
on the two Roslyn fields owned by John Schiff, two fields owned 
by Jay Phipps, the W. R. Grace field, Sands Point 2 fields, the 
field at Greentree, Jock Whitney’s beautiful estate, Bostwick 
Field, Mitchell Air Force Base and, on special occasions, the two 
fields at the Piping Rock Club plus pony games on Fred Post’s 
field in East Williston. It is hard to estimate the number of 
players and ponies. Suffice it to say that there was no lack of 
either. During most of those years, Joe Dowling was the polo 
manager of the Meadowbrook Club and the clearing house for 
the games and players’ schedules. 


The Long Island Season offered a number of other attractions 
— a day on the beach, a day or evening in New York, playing 
tennis or watching tennis tournaments at Forest Hills, golf, 
swimming pools on hot days and the generous hospitality of the 
Long Island residents who, it seemed, enjoyed entertaining polo 
players in their homes. 


Our ponies were housed in one of Fred Post’s stables at East 
Williston, conveniently located, not far from the houses we 
rented for the season during those years. 


The ponies were vanned to the Meadowbrook Club or other 
fields. Many players used their own vans but horse vans could 


be hired when needed. 


The Meadowbrook Club was small and extremely well run 
with attractive photo murals of International Matches on the 
walls of the dining room. 


The men’s grill was the scene of before and after game gather- 
ings. Rooms were also available for single polo players which 
were used occasionally for golfers. The Club stables were avail- 
able for polo ponies. 
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The first polo pony show I ever attended took place on Octo- 
ber 3, 1922 at the Meadowbrook Club. The Champion Pony 
who had won the year before was Louis E. Stoddard’s famous 
thoroughbred mare, Belle of All. He had played her three peri- 
ods each game in the International Matches at Hurlingham in 
1921. Reserve Champion, Handseletta, owned by G. M. 
Heckscher, was Champion in 1920. 


Nine years later in 1931, Robert Lehman asked me to ride his 
famous Argentine pony, Citroen, full brother of my star pony, 
Strumma II in the National Polo Pony Association Show at 
Meadowbrook. Citroen had been named Champion of the 
Argentine Polo Pony Show in Buenos Aires in 1928. He won 
the Best Pony Award in the U.S. National Show in 1930 and 
it was a great thrill for me when Citroen won the Championship 
again in 1931, 


I offered to buy Citroen but, naturally, Bobby Lehman chose 
to keep him and, in turn, offered to buy Strumma II from me 
without success, 


Aiter the regular Long Island polo season, one year Averell 
and Marie Harriman invited some of the players with wives to 
their home, Arden, for a polo weekend and house party. 


Twelve players made up three teams for round robins each 
afternoon. 


Ponies were vanned from Long Island and housed in the 
Harriman Stables. The players found ample and comfortable 
quarters in Arden House. The big house is now used by Colum- 
bia University for seminars and conferences. Mornings were 
spent in walking around the grounds, the trees ablaze with 
autumn colors or playing croquet. Averell, a high goal polo 
player, is also an expert strategist and a keen croquet player. 
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Luckily for me, I was chosen as his partner and we did pretty 
well together. 


In the evening, after a hearty meal interspersed with amateur’ 
ish speeches, there was either bowling or badminton. I tried 
both and was surprised to be none the worse for wear the 
next morning. Perhaps the wine eased the pained muscles! 


The weekend was such great fun that we were delighted when 
the invitation to the polo house party was repeated the follow- 
ing year. Again, it was a tremendous success and enjoyed by all. 


The better-known American polo teams at Meadowbrook 
included Greentree, Templeton, Old Westbury, Old Aiken, 
Aurora, Hurricanes, Aknusti, Bostwick Field and Sands Point. 


The prominent players of those days, headed by Dev Milburn 
and Tommy Hitchcock, included Averell Harriman, Jimmy 
Cooley, Watson Webb, Mike Stevenson, Elmer Boeseke, Eric 
Pedley, Winston and Raymond Guest, Harold Talbott, Charlie 
Schwartz, Robert Lehman, Charles Wrightsman, Jock 
Whitney, C. V. “Sonny” Whitney, H. C. Phipps, Michael and 
Ben Phipps, Skiddy Von Stade, Sr. and Jr., Russell Grace, 
Bradley Martin, William Goadby Loew, H. T. Peters, G. M. 
Heckscher, Billy Post, Stewart and Philip Iglehart, Cocie 
Rathborne, Bobby Strawbridge, Ebby and Bobby Gerry, and 
later the Gerry twins, Eddie and Hennie, Jimmy Mills, Laddie 
Sanford, Old Earl and Young Earl Hopping, Doc Richards, 
Cyril Harrison, Terence Preece, Gerald, Barney and Ivor 
Balding, Pete and Dunbar Bostwick, Alan Corey, Jr., Gerry 
Smith, the two Texans who did so much to stimulate polo in the 
East — Rube Williams and Cecil Smith — and, near the end of 
that era, a young bold rider from New Jersey, George Oliver. 


Many of the leading Argentine and English polo players 
played at Meadowbrook, including Pat Roark, Aiden Roark, 
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Gerald Balding, Eric TyrellMartin, Hesketh Hughes, John 
Lakin, Bob Skene, Jack Nelson, Lewis Lacy, Arturo Kenny, 
Manuel Andrada, Andres Gazotti, Charlie Menditeguy, Quito 
Alberdi, Roberto Cavanagh, Alfredo Harrington, Juan and 
David Miles, Juan and José Reynal, Luis and Pepe Duggan and 
Dickie Santamarina. 


Let’s go back a bit in this polo lore. In 1929, in the National 
20-Goal Tournament playing for the “Mid-West” Team 
(Knox, Buffalo; Barney Balding, Chicago; W. Blair, Chicago: 
and Bud Talbott, Dayton) lost in the Finals to Old Aiken 
(E. Gerry, J. Mills, S. Iglehart and C. Rathborne) 12-5. A team 


of very young but very promising players. 


For some background history of “Aurora” polo, the first U.S. 
Open Championship for the young player from Aurora was in 
1931, when he played on Charlie Schwartz’s Sands Point Team 
in the “Open” with Jimmy Mills, young Earl Hopping and Billy 
Post. In the first game, the Hurricanes Stephen Sanford, W. F. 
C. Guest, Capt. C. T. I. Roark and T. Q. Preece defeated Sands 
Point 18-9. Earlier in the 1931 season, he played on the win- 
ning Roslyn Team in the Junior 20-Goal Tournament at the 
Rockaway Hunt Club, Cedarhurst, New Jersey. 


FIRST GAME 


ROSLYN — 11: Ray Firestone, Knox, H. Talbott, Post. 
SANDS POINT — 5: Schwartz, W. A. Harriman, 


E. A. 8. Hopping, Gerald Smith. 
SECOND GAME 


ROSLYN — 12: Firestone, Knox, Talbott, Post. 


WHIPPING RIVER — 9: Thomas Ewing, Jr., 


E. W. Hopping, Dr. Richards, Cyril Harrison. 
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FINALS WON BY ROSLYN: 


ROSLYN — 9: Firestone, Knox, Talbott, Post. 


AIKEN KNIGHTS — 6: D. W. Bostwick, Pete Bostwick, 


E. T..Gerry, R. LeGerry, Tr. 


The Finals of the U. S. Open in 1931 were won by Santa 
Paula 11-8. Juan Reynal, Andres Gazzotti, José Reynal and 
Manuel Andrada vs. Hurricanes: S. Sanford, W. Guest, Pat 
Roark and Terence Preece. 


In the Semi-finals, Santa Paula with Alfredo Harrington, 
Juan Reynal, José Reynal and Gazzotti beat Greentree 11-9, 
J]. H. Whitney, Pete Bostwick, T. Hitchcock and S. Iglehart. 


The other Semifinal was won by Hurricanes 18-5 over 
Hurlingham, Argentina John Miles, John Benitz, Lewis Lacey 
and David Miles. 


1931 MONTY WATERBURY CUP 
HURLINGHAM — 15: John Miles, John Benitz, Lewis 
Lacey, David Miles defeated 
SANDS POINT — 10: 8. Knox, E. A. 8. Hopping, A. C. 
Schwartz, W. Post II. 
CUP WON BY: 
TEMPLETON — 11: M.G. Phipps, Winston Guest, R. 
Guest, D. Milburn. 


GREENTREE — 9: J. H. Whitney, J. Mills, T. Hitchcock, 
S. Iglehart. 


This was my first experience playing against the leading 
Argentine players. 
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1932. &. OPEN 
FIRST GAME 
AURORA — 11: Seymour H. Knox; Capt. C. T. I. Roark; 
William Post II; D. W. Bostwick. 
HURRICANES — 9: Stephen Sanford; J. P. Mills; J. Watson 
Webb; J. C. Rathborne. 
SECOND GAME 
EASTCOTT — 6: H. E: Talbott, Jr.; E. A. S, Hopping: 
E. W. Hopping; R. E. Strawbridge, Jr. 
SANDS POINT — 5: G. H. Bostwick; E. L. Pedley; 
WT. Hitcheock, [n- L. Hlowara. 
FIRST SEMLFINAL: 
TEMPLETON — 13: M.G. Phipps; W. F. C. Guest; 
S. B. Iglehart; R. R. Guest. 
AURORA — 6: Seymour H. Knox; Capt. C. T. I. Roark: 
William Post II; D. W. Bostwick. 
SECOND SEMI-FINAL: 
GREENTREE — 11: J. H. Whitney; Cecil Smith; Gerald 
Balding; H. W. Williams. 
EasTcoTT — 10: H. E. Talbott, Jr.; E. A. S. Hoppings: 
E. W. Hopping; R. E. Strawbridge, Jr. 
FINAL GAME: 
TEMPLETON — 16: M.G. Phipps; W. F. C. Guest: 
S. B. Iglehart; R. R. Guest. 
GREENTREE — 3: J. H. Whitney; E. Tyrrell-Martin: 
Gerald Balding; H. W. Williams. 


1932 U.S. 20°-GOAL TOURNAMENT 


U. 8. ARMY — 9: McFarland, Mac Jones, G. W. Read, 
G; C. Smith. 
AIKEN — 8: John Schiff, Knox, S. Iglehart, W. Post. 


In 1933, aurora (Lewis Smith, age 16, Knox, Talbott and 
Post) lost in the rrnats of the U.S. 20-Goal to AKNUSTI 
(W. A. Harriman, Mills, E. T. Gerry, R. L. Gerry) 11-9. 
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U.S.A. vs. ARGENTINA — 1928 
Kenny, Hitchcock, Nelson 


U.S.A. vs. ARGENTINA — 1928 
W. Guest, Harriman, Mrs. Hitchcock, Hopping, Hitchcock 
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OLD AIKEN TEAM — 1929 
Gerry, Mills, Iglehart, Rathbone 


U.S. JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP — 1931 
Ray Firestone, SHK, H. E. Talbott. Jr., W. H. Post 
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BRITISH POLO TEAM 1930 


G. Balding, Lacey, Roark, Guiness 


INTERNATIONAL POLO — 1930 


Roark on “‘Floss’’ — Hitchcock on “Katrina” 
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SANDS POINT TEAM — 1931 — U.S. OPEN TOURNAMENT 
Jimmy Mills, SHK, E. A. S. Hopping, Billy Post 
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AURORA TEAM — 1932 — U.S. OPEN TOURNAMENT 
Dunbar Bostwick, Billy Post, Pat Roark, SHK 


30 


1933 was the year of the famous EAST-WEST MATCHES 
played at the Onwentsia Polo Club, Lake Forest, Illinois. 


EAST-WEST MATCHES 1933 
FIRST GAME — AUGUST 13 
EAST — 11: Phipps, Hitchcock, Winston Guest, 
Raymond Guest. 
west — 15: A. Roark, Boeseke, C. Smith, Williams. 


SECOND GAME — AUGUST 16 
EAST — 12: W. Guest, E. A. 8. Hopping, Hitchcock, 
R. Guest. 
west — 8: A. Roark, Boeseke, Smith, Williams, 


McCarthy. 


Hitchcock had a concussion from a bad fall but finished 
game. Williams fractured leg during game and was re 
placed by McCarthy who played one — Roark going to Back. 


FINAL GAME — AUGUST 20 


EAST — 6: W. Guest, E. A. 8. Hopping, Hitchcock, 
R. Guest. 


weEstT — 12: Pedley, Boeseke, Smith, Roark. 


In 1933 aurora won the U.S. Open — Knox, Mills, Ebby 
Gerry and Elmer Boeseke beating GREENTREE in the FINALS 
14-11. 


1935 U.S: OPEN 
FIRST GAME 


GREENTREE — 14: J. H. Whitney, Cecil Smith, 
G. Balding, I. Balding 


TEMPLETON — 13: M.G. Phipps, W. Guest, 
S. B. Iglehart, J. C. Rathborne 
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SECOND GAME 


AURORA — 8: S. Knox, J. P. Mills, E. Gerry, and 
E. Boeseke 


HURRICANES — 7: 8. Sanford, Pete Bostwick, Pat Roark, 
R. Strawbridge, Jr. 


THIRD GAME 


WESTBURY — 11: C. V. Whitney, J. B. Balding, 
IE; Talbott. |r, ke relle ire 


SANDS POINT — 7: R. Lehman, E. A. S. Hopping, 
E. W. Hopping, R. Guest 


SEMI-FINAL GAME 
GREENTREE — 14 


WESTBURY — 9 


FINAL GAME 
AURORA — 14 


GREENTREE — 11 
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AURORA TEAM FINALISTS — 1933 
U.S. Junior Championship — Post, Talbott, SHK, Smith 
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AURORA TEAM WITH U.S. OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP CUP — 1933 


Boeseke, Gerry, Mills, Knox, Helen 
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MONTY WATERBURY CUP — 1933 
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1934 AURORA 1933 — PICTURE OF CUPS AND TEAMS 
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AURORA TEAM — 1934 
Post, Mills, Boeseke, SHK 


AURORA IN ENGLAND — 1934 CHAMPION CUP HURLINGHAM 
Talbott, Boeseke, SHK, Post 
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U. 8. POLO ASSOCIATION HANDICAPS 
1934 


62 Member Clubs 

1134 Handicapped Players 
57 Intercollegiate 

1600 U.S. Army Players 


KR W PO — 


E. W. Hopping (9) 
Lindsay Howard 
Philip Iglehart 

S. McCreery 

J. C. Rathbone (7) 
Stephen Sanford (7) 
HE: Talbots jr 7) 
Rodman Wanamaker 
J. Watson Webb (10) 
G. H. Bostwick (6) 
Robert Bullock (6) 
Forester Clark 

J. GC. Cooley (6) 


Thomas Hitchcock, Jr. 10 
E. J. Boeseke, Jr. 10 
Cecil Smith 10 
Eric Pedley (9) 

Winston Guest (9) 
Aidan Roark 

Rube Williams 

Jimmy Mills 

Dev. Milburn (10) 

R. E. Strawbridge, Jr. (9) 
E. A. 8. Hopping (8) 

5. B. Iglehart (8) 

Mike Phipps 


Billy Post Harry East (8) 

E. Tyrell-Martin J. R. Fell 

E. T. Gerry Raymond Firestone 

S. H. Knox Ro Gerry jr 

Gerald Balding J. B. Gilmore 
Tom Guy 


Ivor Balding 

Barney Balding 
Edward Baldwin @) 
C. C. Crawford 

W. F. Dillingham 
H. Forester 


W. A. Harriman (8) 
AN PB. Perkins (8) 
HC. Phipps (7) 

T. Q, Preece 

Gerard Smith 

Malcom Stevenson (10) 


Raymond Guest (7) 
Cyril Harrison 
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F. 8. Von Stade (6) 
A. H. Wilson Jr. 
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1933 MONTY WATERBURY 
FIRST GAME 
HURRICANES — 10: Stephen Sanford, G. H. Bostwick, 


C. T. I. Roark, R. E. Strawbridge, Jr. 


SANDS POINT — 5: Robert Lehman, E. W. Hopping, 
E. A. S. Hopping, Raymond Guest. 


SECOND GAME 
TEMPLETON — 22: M. G. Phipps, W. F. C. Guest, 
S. B. Iglehart, J. C. Rathborne. 


WESTBURY — 13: C. V. Whitney, J. B. Balding, H. E. 
Talbott, Jr., J. R. Fell, Jr. 


THIRD GAME 
AURORA — 10: S. H. Knox, J. P. Mills, E. T. Gerry, 
E. J. Boeseke, Jr. 


HURRICANES — 9: Stephen Sanford, G. H. Bostwick, 
C. T. I. Roark, R. E. Strawbridge, Jr. 


FOURTH GAME 
GREENTREE — 16: J. H. Whitney, Cecil Smith, Gerald 
Balding, Ivor Balding. 


TEMPLETON — 12: M.G. Phipps, W. F. C. Guest, 
S. B. Iglehart, J. C. Rathborne. 


FINAL GAME 


AURORA — 12 


GREENTREE — 9 


In June 1934, Aurora won the Roehampton and Champion 
Cups in England (Talbott, Boeseke, Knox and Post). This is 
recorded in the tale ““Aurora in England — 1934”. In Septem- 
ber 1934, in the U. S. Open at Meadowbrook, aurora (Knox, 
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Boeseke, Ebby Gerry and Post) won First MATCH Vs. GREEN’ 
TREE (11-7) and lost in the rinaLs to TEMPLETON (Phipps, 


W. Guest, S. Iglehart, R. Guest) 10-7. 


1934 U. 8. OPEN 


FIRST GAME 


GREENTREE — 10: H. E. Talbott, Jr., Gerald Balding, 
Cecil Smith, R. E. Strawbridge, Jr. 

AIKEN KNIGHTS — 1: G. H. Bostwick, Cyril R. Harrison, 
J. B. (Barney) Balding, J. R. Fell. 


SECOND GAME 


EASTCOTT — 10: C. V. Whitney, E. A. S. Hopping, 
E. W. Hopping, Stephen Sanford. 

AKNuSTI — 9: W. A. Harriman, R. L. Gerry, Jr., 
E. T. Gerry, J. C. Rathborne. 


FIRST SEMI-FINAL 


TEMPLETON — 22: M.G. Phipps, W. F. C. Guest, 
5S. B. Iglehart, Raymond Guest. 

EASTCOTT — 3: C. V. Whitney, E. A. 8. Hopping, 
E. W. Hopping, Stephen Sanford. 


SECOND SEMIFINAL 


AURORA — I1: 5. H. Knox, J. P. Mills, E. J. Boeseke, pes 
William Post II. 

GREENTREE — 7: H. E. Talbott, Jr., Cecil Smith, Gerald 
Balding, R. E. Strawbridge, Jr. 


FINAL GAME 


TEMPLETON — 10: M. G. Phipps, W. F.C. Guest, 
5. B. Iglehart, Raymond Guest. 

AURORA — 7: 8. H. Knox, J. P. Mills, E. J. Boeseke, pox 
William Post II. 
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1934 MONTY WATERBURY 


FIRST GAME 
AKNusTI — 9: W. A. Harriman, H. E. Talbott, Jr., 
R.L. Gerry, Jr., J. C. Rathborne. 
AIKEN KNIGHTS — 8: G. H. Bostwick, Cyril Harrison, 
J. B. Balding, J. R. Fell. 
SECOND GAME 
EASTCOTT — 15: C. C. Crawford, E. A. 8. Hopping, 
E. W. Hopping, Stephen Sanford. 
GREENTREE — 14: J. H. Whitney, Cecil Smith, 
G. Balding, R. E. Strawbridge, Jr. 
FIRST SEMI-FINAL 


TEMPLETON — 11: M. Phipps, W. Guest, S. Iglehart, 
R. Guest. 


EASTCOTT — 10: C. C. Crawford, E. A. $8. Hopping, 
E. W. Hopping, Stephen Sanford. 


SECOND SEMI-FINAL 
AURORA — 13: 8. Knox, J. Mills, E. T. Gerry, W. Post. 
AKNuTsI — 9: H. E. Talbott, Jr., W. A. Harriman, 
R. L. Gerry, Jr., J. C. Rathborne. 
FINAL 
TEMPLETON — 9 
AURORA — 8 


1934 Monty Waterbury, aurora lost in FINALS to TEMPLE’ 
TON 9-8, giving one goal handicap. 


1934 — EAST-WEST MATCHES PLAYED AT MEADOWBROOK 


EAST: M. Phipps, J. Mills, W. Guest, W. Post. 
west: E. Pedley, E. Boeseke, Cecil Smith, A. Roark. 


EAST won first game 10-8 and second game against Pedley, 
Smith, Roark, Boeseke 14-13. 
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193) W, OPEN 


FIRST GAME 


HURRICANES — 9: Stephen Sanford, R. L. Gerry, Jr., 
R. E. Strawbridge, Jr., J. C. Rathborne. 


HURLINGHAM — 8: Capt. Walford, Capt. Sanger, 
E. H. Tyrell-Martin, Capt. H. Guinness. 


SECOND GAME 
AURORA — 11: 5. Knox, J. Mills, E. T. Gerry, W. Post. 


wesTBuRY — 9: C. V. Whitney, E. A. S. Hopping, Cecil 
Smith, H. W. Williams. 


THIRD GAME 
GREENTREE — 15 
LONG ISLAND — 9: Ivor Balding, Cyril Harrison, 


T.Q. Preece, J. R. Fell. 


FIRST SEMI-FINAL 
AURORA — 11: 8. Knox, J. Mills, E. T. Gerry, W. Post. 


HURRICANES — 10 


SECOND SEMI-FINAL 


GREENTREE — 10: G. H. Bostwick, Thomas Hitchcock, 
Jr., Gerald Balding, J. H. Whitney. 


TEMPLETON — 9: M. G. Phipps, W. Guest, S. Iglehart, 
R. Guest. 
FINALS 


GREENTREE — 77 


AURORA — 6: AA very exciting match with GREENTREE 
beating AuRoRa in an extra period. 
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1935 MONTY WATERBURY 


HURRICANES — 13: Earned 8; Handicap 5 
Sanford, R. L. Gerry, Strawbridge, Rathborne. 
AURORA — 10: Knox, Mills, E. T. Gerry, Post. 


In June 1936, uNrTED states defeated GREAT BRITAIN 10-9, 
8-6 at Hurlingham, England for the Westchester Cup. 


UNITED STATES: Pedley, M. Phipps, S. Iglehart and 
W. Guest. 


GREAT BRITAIN: Hesketh Hughes, Gerald Balding, Eric 
Tyrell-Martin, Humphrey Guiness. 


E. T. Gerry was the spare for the UNITED sTATES. 
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Left to 


1929 — EAST AURORA SWIMMING POOL 
Pete Burgard, Paul Brehm, Hazard Campbell 


1935 — EAST AURORA POLO WEEKEND 


tight: Ebby, Mike, Helen, Alice, ° ancy, Jimmy, Howell, Electra, 
Sey, Marjorie, Loretta, Stewart 
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1935 — MEADOWBROOK AT EAST AURORA 
Howell Howard, Mike Phipps, Stewart Iglehart, Cocie Rathborne 


1935 — AURORA AT EAST AURORA 
Knox, Mills, E. T. Gerry, Dunbar Bostwick 
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1938 — AURORA AT EAST AURORA 
Raymond Guest, Tommy Hitchcock, SHK, Lewis Smith 


1938 — MEADOWBROOK AT EAST AURORA 
Michael Phipps, J. P. Mills, R. E. Strawbridge, Jr., William Post 
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1938 — EAST AURORA 
SHK and Tommy Hitchcock 


1938 — EAST AURORA 
Bobby Strawbridge and Tommy Hitchcock 
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1938 — AURORA vs. MEADOWBROOK 
Spectators at Knox Polo Field 


1967 — ESS KAY FARM POLO PONIES 
Knox Field 
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To pep up the East Aurora season in 1935 and to entertain 
our good friends from Long Island, a team was invited to bring 
wives and ponies for a weekend house party with polo Saturday 
and Sunday. Stabling was provided on Ess Kay Farm and the 
admission charged for the benefit of the Children’s Hospital 
helped defray the shipping charges of the visiting ponies. 


Knox Field was sold out on both sides including small bleach- 
ers. Luckily, the weather was favorable that weekend. The 
polo was high class and the game close — Aurora winning on 
Saturday 6-5, Meadowbrook on Sunday 8-7, 


MEADOWBROOK — 28: Howell Howard 5, Michael Phipps 
8, Stewart Inglehart 8, Cocie Rathborne 7. 

AURORA — 27: Knox 7, Jimmy Mills 7, Eddie Gerry 8, 
Dunbar Bostwick 4. 


In 1938, another weekend of high goal polo at East Aurora 
was arranged. 


MEADOWBROOK — 28: Michael Phipps 10, Jimmy Mills 6, 
Bobby Strawbridge, Jr. 5, Billy Post 7. 

AURORA — 30: Lewis Smith 5, Knox 7, Tommy 
Hitchcock 10, Raymond Guest 8. 


AuRORA won the Saturday game 12-7 before a huge crowd 
— but Sunday, in the second period, a cloud burst ended what 
started out to be another exciting game. Ponies, players and 
spectators were drenched. 


On Sunday after a big luncheon, as Bobby Strawbridge and 
I were dressing for the game, we could hear the loud speaker 
from the polo field playing music and making announcements. 


In a clear voice, we heard that Mr. Robert E. Strawbridge, 
Chairman of the U.S. Polo Association, would play three for 
the Meadowbrook Team. 


“But,” said Bobby, “not until he gets his pants on.” 
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1936 AURORA’S U.S. OPEN TEAM 
FIRST GAME 
GREENTREE — 17: Pete Bostwick, T. Hitchcock, Gerald 
Balding, J. H. Whitney. 
AURORA — 8: F. 5S. Von Stade Jr., R. L. Gerry, 
E. T. Gerry, William Post. 
FINAL 
GREENTREE — 11: Bostwick, Hitchcock, Balding, 
Whitney. 
TEMPLETON — 10: Phipps, Mills, Iglehart, W. Guest. 


1936 MONTY WATERBURY 
TEMPLETON — 10: Phipps, Mills, Iglehart, W. Guest. 


AURORA — 9 (Earned 8): Knox, R. L. Gerry, 
E. T. Gerry, William Post. 


1936 BERLIN OLYMPICS 


Argentina beat Mexico 15-5 and England in the Finals 11-0. 
The Argentine Team of Luis Duggan, Roberto Cavanagh, 
Andres Gazzotti and Manuel Andrada completely outclassed 
the field. Others on the squad were Jack Nelson, Quito Alberdi 
and Diego Cavanagh. They came to Meadowbrook and played 
Greentree, winners of the U.S. Open, for the Cup of the 
Americas winning 21-9 and 8-4. 


er ls Ten (OVEN 
FIRST GAME 
OLD WESTBURY — 16: Michael G. Phipps, Cecil Smith, 
Stewart B. Iglehart, C. V. Whitney. 


AKNusTI — 3: Elbridge T. Gerry, Robert L. Gerry, es 
R. E. Strawbridge, Jr., William Post IT, 
F. S. von Stade, Jr. 
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SECOND GAME 


SAN JOSE — 14: Luis Duggan, Heriberto Duggan, Andres 
Gazzotti, Manuel Andrada. 


AURORA — 8: Seymour H. Knox, James P. Mills, 


Capt. C. T. I. Roark, John R. Fell. 


FIRST SEMI-FINAL GAME 


OLD WESTBURY — 19: Michael G. Phipps, Cecil Smith, 
Stewart B. Iglehart, C. V. Whitney. 


TEMPLETON — 5: Raymond Guest, E. A. S. Hopping, 
W. F.C. Guest, Humphrey Guinness. 


SECOND SEMI-FINAL GAME 


GREENTREE — 14: G. H. Bostwick, Gerald Balding, 
Thomas Hitchcock, Jr., J. H. Whitney. 


SAN JOSE — 10: Luis Duggan, Heriberto Duggan, Andres 
Gazzotti, Manuel Andrada. 


FINAL GAME 


OLD WESTBURY — 11: Michael G. Phipps, Cecil Smith, 
Stewart B. Iglehart, C. V. Whitney. 


GREENTREE — 6: G. H. Bostwick, Gerald Balding, 
Thomas Hitchcock, Jr., J. H. Whitney. 


Later the same year, 1937, Aurora was invited by the 
Argentine Polo Association to play in their “Open Tourna- 
ment”. It was short notice, but a team was assembled, the 
ponies and players shipped by boat and all arrived just in time 
for a few practice games. The 8 teams in the Open were evenly 
matched — Aurora losing to Santa Ines in the semi-finals 8-3 
who were beaten by Hurlingham — Lanusse, Jack Nelson, 
Roberto Cavanagh and Lewis Lacey in the Finals 9-7. 
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MEADOWBROOK — 1937 
Pat Roark, Hitchcock, Mills 


Pi 


id 


FINALS IN U.S. OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP 1935 
Aurora vs. Greentree — S.H.K. on Helenita, Pete Bostwick 
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AURORA IN ARGENTINA 1937 


1. Seymour H. Knox; 2. F. Skiddy Van Stade, Jr.: 
3. (Pat) Roark; 4. Lin Howard; Spares — Colonel 
Howard C. Fair, Lewis Smith. 


The 1937 trip, reported later in more detail, must have made 
an impression, because a team in the Argentine chose the name 
“Aurora” — later called “Tortugas — Aurora” and, led by 
the Zavaletas, is still, 30 years later, one of the highly rated 
teams in the country. The trip to Argentina is recorded in 
the chapter “Aurora in Argentina 1937.” 


In 1938, Aurora again played in the U.S. Open (Knox, 
Skiddy Von Stade, Jr., Lewis Smith and Dicky Santamarina 
from Buenos Aires.) They lost to Old Westbury (Ivor 
Balding, Cecil Smith, S. Iglehart, C. V. Whitney) 148. 
The FINAL was won by Old Westbury versus Greentree 
(Bostwick, Roberto Cavanagh, T. Hitchcock, J. FL. White 
ney) 16-7. 


The Monty Waterbury Final was an upset — Aknusti (E. T. 
Gerry, R. L. Gerry, Captain Roark, R. R. Guest) beating Old 
Westbury 11-8. 


In the spring of 1939, as a member of the U.S. Polo 
Association’s International Squad, Knox played in many 
test matches at Meadowbrook and other fields on Long Island 
against the teams of both U. S. and Great Britain. 


One test game, May 30, 1939 vs. England, played before the 
British Selection Committee was such an upset 14-5, it is still 
remembered. 


Knox Skene 
Hughes Lakin 

B. Balding G. Balding 

I. Balding Tyrell-Martin 


d1 


In one of the test matches for the U.S. Team, Cecil Smith 
had a hard fall and was forced to withdraw. His place was 
taken by Stewart Iglehart. With Smith in the lineup, U. S. 
would have had a 40 goal team. 


The International Matches were won by the United States 
(Michael Phipps, Tommy Hitchcock, Stewart Iglehart and 
Winston Guest) vs. Great Britain (Robert Skene, Aidan 
Roark, Gerald Balding and Eric Tyrell-Martin) 11-7 and 9-4. 
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A Letter from Carleton Burke 


Carleton “Carty” Burke brought the Midwick Team from 
Pasadena, California to play in the Eastern Tournaments in 
1924. They easily won the 20-Goal Tournament and then went 
on to win the Open Championship against higher handicapped 
teams. It was a demonstration of good team work and the 
leadership of their captain and back, Carty Burke. Other mem- 
bers of the team were E. G. Miller, Eric Pedley and Arthur 
Perkins. 


In 1932, Carty was asked by Louis E. Stoddard, Chairman 
of the U.S. Polo Association, to be the non-playing captain and 
coach of a team representing the U. S. to play for the “Cup of 
the Americas” in Argentina. Carty accepted and the U.S.A. 
Team, Michael Phipps, Elmer Boeseke, Winston Guest and 
William Post II, won the series in three thrilling games 2-1 from 
the strong, more experienced Argentine team of Arturo Kenny, 
Jack Nelson, Martin Reynal, José Reynal and Manuel Andrada. 
This tale was told in “To B. A. and Back 1932.” 


Later, after coaching the West to a victory over the East in 
Chicago in 1933, Carty wrote the following letter to SHK re 
the Final Match of the U.S. Open in 1935 between Aurora 
and Greentree. The exciting game was won by Greentree 7-6 
in spite of Carty’s letter. 


September 17, 1935 
My Dear Shorty: 

I am mighty sorry that I can’t be with you on Saturday. 
Not that I could tell you anything new but, possibly, just 
to “remind” one of you of something wrong at the proper 
time. 
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Now you boys can beat Greentree or, I should hopefully 
say, beat Tommy. 


There is no excuse for his being allowed to take command 
of the field, as he did last Sunday — when he is playing 
against players of 5 goal handicap or over. If he were 
playing against 2 or 3 goal players, you might expect it. 
But you fellows are all better mounted than he is, if you 
make him hurry and make him gallop, and block him when- 
ever possible. Last Sunday he was allowed to slow the 
game down to his pace, and he could have played all day 
at that rate, and so could his old crippled ponies. 


You don’t have to play “Dirty Polo”, but you do have 
to play with determination and block your opponents just 
as well as hit the ball and every shot of Tommy’s or 
Gerald’s you block, it is better than one of you hitting it. 


If one of you ride Tommy over the ball or block his shot, 
crank your pony around, just as he does, and block him 
again and stay with him, for he is always in a position to do 
some damage. His great trick is to “slip” his opponent. 
I mean by that to stop short when he himself is at a disad- 
vantage, and let the opponent slide off his bows. Then he 
is free to turn and get the ball. So, sit your pony down, 
and pull up with him. If he pulls, you pull and go and stop 
and turn with him. I don’t mean that you have to follow 
him around like a puppy dog, but one of you should always 
be against him. That’s the game. Jim first, because Tommy 
will mostly play No. 3, then you, if Jimmy is not there, 
then Ebby if he is near him. 


But whoever is with him, stay with him as long as you 
can do any good. You don’t have to be ashamed to do it, 
or afraid either. You can certainly prevent him from doing 
what he did on Sunday. And Billy, I think, should play an 
aggressive game, and go like he did last year. All of you 


54 


keep galloping all the time and never let down for a second. 
And don’t lose your heads, and get mad at each other. Rest 
up this week so you'll be fit and strong yourselves and I'd 
suggest you only play 6 minute periods on Thursday. 


Jimmy, remember to pull back to Tommy on your team- 
mate’s back shots. He'll pick them up always if you let him. 


I wish I could be in your corner. Good luck to you all. 
Carty Burke 


P.S. — Aurora comes from Buffalo, so don’t be “Buffaloed”’ 
by anybody, 


Westchester Cup 
1936 


When the decision was made by the U.S. Polo Association 
to send a team to England to play for the Westchester Cup, we 
quickly decided it was an event we did not wish to miss. 


We remembered how exciting the International Matches at 
Meadowbrook were in 1930 with the huge crowds, the famous 
players and the fast ponies a great spectacle! Tommy 
Hitchcock on his spotted pony, ““Tobiano”, and Pat Roark on 
“Floss”, the little bright chestnut mare who performed so 
brilliantly for him. The U.S. won 10-5, 14-9. U.S.: Eric Pedley, 
E.A.S. Hopping, T. Hitchcock, Jr. and Winston Guest. Great 
Britain: Gerald Balding, Lewis Lacey, Pat Roark and Humphrey 
Guinness. 


Great Britain had four great individual players, but they were 
not a good combination and, with the exception of Guinness, 
seemed uncomfortable in their positions. The U.S. team played 
well together and were a balanced team with Hitchcock domi- 
nating the play. 


Having played through the London Tournament season in 
1934, we were anxious to return to Hurlingham for the Inter- 
national matches and, incidentally, renew our friendships of 
two years before in the polo world. “Aurora in England 1934” 
recorded that trip. The U.S. Team selected by the Polo Assoc- 
lation was a strong combination — Eric Pedley, Mike Phipps, 
Stewart Iglehart and Winston Guest, with Ebby Gerry as spare. 
Ebby could play either one or three which provided great 
flexibility. Tommy Hitchcock was unable to make the trip. 
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When in England the year before, at the request of the Polo 
Association, | made arrangements with Colonel Gannon, Man- 
ager of the Hurlingham Club, for stabling the U.S. ponies in the 
Club. The U.S. Team played several practice test games at 
Hurlingham before the matches. The preliminary practice 
games showed that the team seemed to work well together and, 
of course, they were superbly mounted. Bobby Strawbridge also 
shipped his ponies to England and with Ebby Gerry and Jimmy 
Mills plus a few willing volunteers provided ample opposition 
for the big team to get ready for the matches. 


Following is a quote from the 1937 Year Book of the U.S. 
Polo Association: 


“The British forces were not so fortunate in their practice 
sessions and shortly before the first match, Rao Raja Hanut 
Singh, the very highly regarded Indian Player, had an accident 
in: which he injured his shoulder sufficiently to keep him out of 
action. Eventually, the British lined up with Hesketh Hughes, 
Gerald Balding, Eric H. Tyrrell-Martin and Captain Humphrey 
Guinness in that order. 


“The United States was favored by many before the start, 
but the British team played with great spirit and, though losing 
in two straight games, were only a combined total of three goals 
behind the winners at the finish, one goal being the margin in the 
opening 10 to 9 game on June 10th and 8 to 6 being the score of 
the second, played on June 20th. 


“In the opening game, the United States started off in the 
lead and were just able to stand off the determined bid of the 
British, who tied the score three times during the game, finally 
coming up to 7 all in the sixth period from what had once been 
a deficit of 3 to 7. It was hard, exciting polo all the way, with 
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Eric Pedley and Stewart Iglehart, perhaps, standing out in the 
play of the United States. 


“The second game was similar to the first, with the United 
States leading from the beginning and with the British stub- 
bornly trying to catch them in a hard, fast match. This time the 
score was not tied, though there was a time in the sixth period 
when the British came very close indeed.” 


Margie and Ebby Gerry invited us to stay with them in their 
attractive apartment at 36 Chesham Place. So we were in good 
company and enjoyed every minute of our stay. In addition to 
polo, the London season was at its peak. It was Ascot Week. 
We went racing one day in the Royal Enclosure and, for Amer’ 
icans, this really is a unique experience. The Royal Family puts 
on a very dignified “show”. Besides polo and racing, there were 
other so-called attractive fringe benefits during the “Season” — 
The Trooping of the Colors (this year King Edward VIII), 
cocktail parties, dinner parties, the theatre and, for exercise, I 
played squash racquets with some English friends and foes of 
the year before when I played on a U.S. Team in England 
sponsored by the Jesters. I also played polo at Aldershot on a 
U.S. Team: with a young Englishman named Keith Rous, SHK, 
Tom Mather and Red Guy against the strong Aldershot Team: 
Fowler, Major George and Colonel Evelyn Fanshawe and Major 
Jock Campbell who defeated us 7-5. 


After the International matches, Major Jack Harrison asked 
me to play with his team “The Knaves” for the Champion Cup 
at Hurlingham. He mounted me on some of his International 
ponies. The Ashton brothers from Australia played 1 and 3. 
At 2, I had the honor of wearing Pat Roark’s “Jack of Hearts” 
shirt. The Knaves were beaten by Sir Harold Weckner’s team 
Somories House with Sir Harold 1, Desmond-Miller 2, Ebby 
Gerry 3 and the Maharajah of Jaipur at back. The Champion 
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Cup was won by Templeton: Mike Phipps, Jimmy Mills, 
Winston Guest and Bobby Strawbridge. 


After the International Match, Ebby and Marge gave “‘a tea” 
with cocktails which ended with Ebby squirting a bottle of soda 
water at the Maharajah of Jaipur who was waving goodbye to 
his host three floors below. 


Before the polo in England, we motored through Germany 
picking up our old Buick and Donald, our chauffeur, in Bremer- 
haven after a pleasant trip on the Europa from New York. 


The German countryside was beautiful, neat and well- 
groomed. The Autobahn brand new! While motoring, we ran 
across several groups of soldiers on maneuvers obviously getting 
ready for something important. 


The Major Domo in the Europa restaurant told us to be sure 
and motor to Rothenberg, a storybook town. When we arrived 
there, in what really looked like a fairyland, Helen was sound 
asleep in the back seat. When she awakened, she could hardly 
believe what she saw. At luncheon in a small restaurant, my 
school boy German let me down. The German menus and script 
were a puzzle. Pointing to an item brought bad luck. Donald 
did much better. Each day he ordered “Brot, Butter, Beer 
Schincken und Kaese” and.ate very well. 


We spent one night in Wurzburg, sampled the famous wine 
and the next day visited the beautiful Palace with the Tiepolo 
ceilings. 


Leaving Germany, Donald drove us through the heart of the 
Ruhr across the border into France at Saarbruecken, the big 
industrial complex which provided the arms and ammunition 
for the German Army. After a few days in Paris, we took the 
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Golden Arrow boat train to London. Donald met us there with 
the Buick which we used for driving around London and to 
Hurlingham and back. 


1936 was the year of the Olympics in Berlin. It is too bad 
we didn’t stay over for the games but, at that time, it seemed 
more important to get back home to our boys, aged 10 and 8, and 
also in time to move to Long Island to play in the U.S. Open 
Polo season. Nevertheless, we enjoyed our motor trip through 
picturesque Rhineland, the Rhine wines, the beer and the 
scenery. 


The return voyage on the Bremen to New York with Margie 
and Ebby was a relaxation and rest. It was the perfect ending of 
a happy vacation. 
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TEMPLETON — 1934 


M. Phipps, W. Guest, S. Iglehart, R. Guest 
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WON BY GREENTREE 


AURORA — 1935 FINALIST U.S. OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP 
Post, E. T. Gerry, Mills, SHK 
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1936 


AURORA — 
Post, E. T. Gerry, Mrs. Tyrell-Martin, R. L. Gerry, J., SHK 


AGNUSTI 6 


Roark 


AURORA 10 
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SHK, Mills, HNK 


AURORA — 1938 
Santamarina, Smith, Von Stade, SHK 


MEADOWBROOK — 193 
SHK and Pat Roark 
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Years later, in 1953, a young Aurora team won the U. S. 
20-Goal Tournament at Blind Brook, New Jersey. 


FIRST GAME 
AURORA — 8: R.L. Wickser, S. H. Knox III, N. R. Knox, 
Lewis Smith. 


MEADOWBROOK — 7: Whitehead, Philip Iglehart, Alan 
Corey, Jr., Dev Milburn, Jr. 


SECOND GAME 
AURORA — 9 


OAKBROOK — 8: R. Schless, Tom Healy, Cecil Smith, 
Michael Healy. 


In the FINAL, AURORA beat pirtsFIELD (A. Pennel, Zenas 


Colt, C. C. Coombs, W. Davey) 9-4. 


In 1954, after the above victory, Aurora played in Mil 
waukee in the National 20-Goal Tournament losing to Oak- 


brook. 


OAKBROOK — 10: R. Schless, Tom Healy, Cecil Smith, 
Michael Healy. 


AURORA — 8: Wickser, N. R. Knox, Lewis Smith, 
Charles Cary. 


In 1958, a Meadowbrook team, en route to the Open Champi 
onship at Oakbrook, stopped off at East Aurora for a tune-up 
exhibition game. 


MEADOWBROOK: Dave Ellis, Pete Bostwick, Quito Alberdi, 
Dev Milburn, Jr. 


AURORA: S. H. Knox, 8. H. Knox III, Lewis Smith, 
Cyril Harrison. 
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MEADOWBROOK won this game by a close score before a 
large and enthusiastic crowd. Norty Knox, sidelined by an 
injury, served as the announcer. 


During the early fall of 1958, Aurora was asked to play a 
couple of games at the New Meadowbrook Club against Pete 
Bostwick’s Open Tournament Team which was planning to 
play at Oakbrook in the U. S. Championship. With Norty out, 
due to a fall, Alan Corey, Jr. volunteered to play 3 for Aurora 
with SHK at one, Sey at 2 and Lewis Smith at back. It gave us 
a chance to try our new Argentine ponies in fast company. The 
Meadowbrook team of V. Rizzo, Pete Bostwick, Quito Alberdi 
and Dev Milburn, Jr. was a strong combination but, thanks to 
the steady heady play of Alan Corey who scored 4 goals Aurora 
managed to win a close game. 


The next year Aurora met Meadowbrook in the first round 
of the 1959 Open at Oakbrook. Aurora with Sey, Norty, Lewis 
Smith and Horacio Castilla winning 6-4 in a close game from 


Hastey, Bostwick, Alberdi and Milburn. 


1959 NATIONAL OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP 


FIRST GAME 


AURORA — 6: Seymour H. Knox III, Northrup R. Knox, 
Lewis Smith, H. Castilla. 


MEADOW BROOK — 4: T. W. Hastey, Jr., G. H. Bostwick, 
Enrique Alberdi, Devereux Milburn, Jr. 


SECOND GAME 


OAK BROOK — 6: Paul Butler, William Linfoot, Cecil 
Smith, Jack Murphy. 


DALLAS — 4: William H. Hudson, Roberto Cavanagh, 
Alan L. Corey, Jr., Roy Barry, Jr., 
Clark Hetherington. 
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THIRD GAME 


CIRCLE F — 10: Delmar Carroll, Ray Harrington, Jr., 
William A. Mayer, Russell Firestone. 


DETROIT Ccc — 8: A. D. Beveridge, Clarence C. Combs 
Harold Barry, Hugo Dalmar. 


’ 


FOURTH GAME 


TULSA — 11: John T. Oxley, William Ylvisaker, Robert 
Skene, John B. Armstrong. 


DIAMOND B — 9: Bert Beveridge, Peter Perkins, George 
Oliver, Robert Beveridge. 
SEMI-FINAL GAME 


AURORA — 9: Seymour H. Knox II, Northrup R. Knox, 
Lewis Smith, H. Castilla. 


OAK BROOK — 5: Paul Butler, William Linfoot, Cecil 
Smith, Jack Murphy. 
SEMI-FINAL GAME 


CIRCLE F — 7: Delmar Carroll, Ray Harrington, Jr., 
William A. Mayer, Russell Firestone. 


SOLOCUP-TULSA — 6: John T. Oxley, William Ylvisaker, 
Robert Skene, John B. Armstrong. 
FINAL GAME 


CIRCLE F — 8: Delmar Carroll, Ray Harrington, Jr., 
William A. Mayer, Russell Firestone. 


AURORA — 7: Seymour H. Knox III, Northrup R. Knox, 
Lewis Smith, H. Castilla. 


Summer polo in East Aurora on the three fields at Ess Kay 
Farm in recent years was informal, usually without spectators 
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except for a few members of the families who kept time, threw 
in the ball on foot to start the periods and, sometimes, helped 
hold the ponies. No sideboards and no referees. Fouls were 
called by the offender on himself. The main purpose was exer- 


cise for the players and the ponies. 


In later years, the games have dwindled to four periods with 
six or seven players at the most and, sometimes, four — but, the 
players are pretty well mounted, the fields are in good condition 
and long hitting provides plenty of galloping. 
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1948 — EAST AURORA POLO 
Jebb, Smith, Cary, SHK, Nort, Sey, Evans 


1953 — NATIONAL 20-GOAL TOURNAMENT 
Norty and Lewis Smith 
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1953 — NATIONAL 20-GOAL TOURNAMENT 
Nort, Lois, Robert, Jean, Sey, Helen, Lewis, Lucetta, SHK 


1933 — AURORA - 


— WINNERS NATIONAL 20-GOAL TOURNAMENT 
R. Wickser, Sey, SHK, Norty, Lewis 
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WHITNEY FIELD — AIKEN 
Norty on Diana 
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POLO — POWDER HOUSE FIELD — AIKEN 
Norty - Pete Bostwick on ball 
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1958 — MEADOWBROOK AT EAST AURORA 
Dev. Milburn, Jr., Quito Alberdi, Pete Bostwick, Dave Ellis 


1958 — AURORA vs. MEADOWBROOK 
SHK, Sey, Lewis Smith, Cyril Harrison 
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CHAPTER III 


Aurora in Argentina -— 1937 


During the summer of 1937 in the middle of the Meadow- 
brook polo season, a letter was received from Jack Nelson, 
President of the Argentine Polo Association, inviting Aurora to 
play in their Open Tournament in October. It was short notice 
and not an easy task to form a team with ponies and players 
ready and willing to embark on a trip lasting nearly three 
months. It was obvious that the team should be built around one 
strong player — at that time Pat Roark was undoubtedly one 
of the finest players in the world and was a member of the 
Aurora Team at Meadowbrook in 1937. Pat was the key man. 
He agreed to go, if suitable ponies were made available. Jack 
Nelson assured us by letter that he would see that Pat was well 
mounted offering to loan some of his own ponies to our team. 
Skiddy Von Stade, Jr. a June Harvard graduate, was unattached 
and anxious for a trip. Lin Howard, a Californian who had 
business in Argentina, agreed to meet us there and mount him- 
self on ponies bought for him by his friend Juan Reynal, a 
member of the Santa Paula Team. 


For a spare, we could rely on Lewis Smith, a promising 21 
year old player and a fine horseman and Howard Fair rated at 
3 goals. 


Aurora looked like an average Open tournament team, if 
proper ponies could be found for Pat. 


So, Jack Nelson was notified that Aurora would play in the 
Argentine Open and the team was ofhically entered. 


Plans for the trip progressed rapidly. The ponies were sent 
by boat six weeks ahead of the team. As the trip takes 3 weeks 
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and with no chance to exercise the ponies, it was quite an under- 
taking to get them ready for tournament play after their arrival. 
William Smith was in charge of the Aurora ponies, ably assisted 


by Paul Amos. 


The ponies were stabled at the Hurlingham Club, the men 
in rooms over the squash racquets pavilion overlooking the 
cricket grounds. Of the ten ponies sent by SHK 4 American 
Bred: The Hawk, Princess Brush, Camille and Stormproof and 
6 Argentine: Helenita and Tita, small high class chestnut mares 
bought in B. A. in 1932, Dona Maria and Calabres played by 
Luis Duggan in the 1936 Olympics and Meadowbrook Open, 
Chacarera played by Roberto Cavanagh the same year and Pato 
played by Billy Post in England in 1934. 


They were all easy fast ponies. Tita broke down during 
practice and ended her days happily as a brood mare on Dan 
Kearney’s estancia. She was replaced by Perlita from Alex 
Duggan, so ten ponies returned on the 21 day trip home. 


This more or less hurried up last minute polo expedition to 
Buenos Aires in 1937 has not really been sufficiently covered in 
what has been recorded so far so briefly. 


The Aurora trip for the Knox family was an unforgettable 
and a most rewarding experience. It was decided, for such a 
long trip, to take our two sons with us — Sey III (age 11) and 
Norty (age 9) and Bella, an excellent companion nurse for the 
boys — also, Colonel Howard C. Fair of the Canadian Army 
as a part time tutor for the boys and substitute for the polo 
team. Colonel Fair was an accomplished violinist, dancer, fox 
hunter, polo player and all around horseman. So, Aurora was 
well-equipped. 


The Knox family, Howard Fair, Pat Roark and Skiddy Von 
Stade arrived in B.A. by ship on October 22nd. The team, with 


74 


Lewis Smith at back in place of Lin Howard who was involved 
in a tournament on another team, played its first practice game 
two days later. 


A small house in Hurlingham, a suburb of B.A., near the polo 
club with a lovely small garden, typical of gardens in English 
communities throughout the world, was made available for our 
family. The house was especially attractive and suitable for us 
and just the right size. Not long after our arrival, Dicky Santa- 
marina gave Sey IIT a puppy — a German police dog named 
Val. It did not take Val long to flatten out our rose garden and, 
slowly but surely, chew up the leg on the table in the dining 
room. Val later arrived in Aiken, South Carolina in a crate — 
escaped — ran loose for a few hours — but finally was found 
and remained a friend of Seymour’s and the entire family for 
many years. A fat Italian butler named Bon Bon was part of 
the establishment. He spoke no English and slept most of the 
day on a couch near the back door wearing his striped pajama 
jacket for a uniform. 


The Aurora Team’s Polo Trip to B.A. in 1937 which pro- 
vided a visiting team from the U.S. A. pepped up their polo 
season. 


The many preliminary practice games before the Open 
Tournament are a large part of an enjoyable Pre-Tournament 
season which also included many pleasant social engagements 
for the U.S. A. Team with their Argentine friends. 


The Aurora bachelors (Van Stade, Howard and Roark) were 
housed in a cottage near Hurlingham, 20 miles from the city, but 
I suspect they spent a good part of their time inspecting B. A. 
at night. 


Skiddy Jr., handicapped at 6 and just out of Harvard, was 
probably tired from his studies but ready for polo. His youth 
was meant to partially offset the age of his teammates. 


1) 


Pat Roark was just out of a romance and also tired. The 
former 10 goal English star had proven over the years that, well’ 
mounted and with reasonable help from the other members of 
his team, he could produce strong opposition to any team in any 
part of the world which, in his polo world, includes India, 
England, U.S. A. and Argentina. In most cases, Pat would 
come up with a winning combination. This was his record and 
Aurora’s hope and expectation. I well remember in 1932 in 
Buenos Aires, during the Pre-Tournament season, Pat on suc- 
cessive days with a pick up side beat first the U. S. A. team and 
then the Argentine team. 
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The pretournament practice matches are usually the best 
part of a polo season with games against other tournament 
teams or pick-up combinations. It gives the players a chance 
to choose their best ponies and get ready for the big games. 
In one of the pretournament games, October 17th at 
Hurlingham, Aurora tied Santa Paula 9-9 and, on October 
19th, Aurora defeated Hurlingham 15-6. 


Unfortunately for Aurora, although we did quite well 
in the pretournament season and beat Las Peguinos (with 
Julio @ Carlos Menditeguy (rated at 4 goals each) 106 in 
the first round of the Open. In the semi-finals, we were defeated 
by Santa Ines led by Dan Kearney and sparked by Totito 
Casares who could do no wrong. Aurora was out of the tourna- 
ment 8-3. A big disappointment! 


The Argentine Open in 1937 with eight high goal teams was 
won by Hurlingham—Lanusse, Jack Nelson, Roberto Cavanagh 
and Lewis Lacey who beat Santa Ines in the Finals 9-7. 


One weekend Jack and Lily Nelson invited the Knox family 
to their summer estancia, San Marcos. It was a pleasant change 
from the daily polo. 


SO 


LIN HOWARD, TOTITO CASARES — COLONEL FAIR 


HELEN AT PALERMO No. 2 STAND 
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San Marcos is a lovely old house with many acres of 
crops and grazing for cattle and horses. John, Jr., a couple of 
years younger than Norty, was there and rode with us through 
the fields on his little fat pony. We thoroughly enjoyed the 


visit with our friends Jack and Lily Nelson. 


ARGENTINE OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP 
PALERMO 1937 


AURORA 10 
Knox 

Von Stade 
Roark 
Howard 


HURLINGHAM 11 
Lanusse 

J. Nelson 

R. Cavanagh 


Lewis Lacey 


SANTA INES 7 
Lewis Duggan 
Inchauspe 
Totito Casares 
D. Kearney 


SANTA PAULA 10 
R. Santamarina 
Juan Reynal 
Jose Reynal 
M. Andrada 


SEMI-FINALS 


FINAL 


HURLINGHAM 9 


SANTA INES 8 


HURLINGHAM 9 
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LOS PINQUINOS 6 

E. Duggan 

Julio Menditeguy 

Oscar Braun Mendendez 
Carlos Menditeguy 


CORONEL SUAREZ 9 
R. Garros 

J. Videla 

E. Alberdi 

J. C. Alberdi 


LOS INDIOS 3 

Bonadeo 

M. Casares 

A. Gazotti 

J. Rodriquez 


VERNADO TUERTO 7 
A. Kenny 

E. Hope 

J. Cavanagh 

J. Benitz 


SANTA PAULA 8 
AURORA 3 


SANTA INES 7 


After the Open, as Pat had to return to England, and Lin 
Howard to the U.S. A., Aurora changed its line-up for the 
Handicap Tournament. Howard Fair played 1, Knox 2, Von 
Stade 3 and Lewis Smith 4 against Los Indios, Gazotti’s team. 
It was one of the better games even though Aurora lost 10-9 in 
an extra period, receiving 5 goals. 


Los Indios beat Los Pinguinos in the Handicap Tourna- 
ment 10-9 in the 10th period. Santa Ines won the Handicap 
Tournament over Hurlingham, winners of the Open in the 


Final. 


After the Santa Ines game, Jack and Lily Nelson gave a 
farewell cocktail party for the Aurora team. It was a cheery 
friendly occasion and gave us an opportunity to thank our many 
friends in B. A. for their hospitality. 


The day after our Match with Santa Ines, we were invited 
by Jose Alfredo Martinez de Hoz to visit his famous horse and 
cattle breeding estancia, Chapadmalal. It was a long train ride 
from Buenos Aires. The roads in those days were dirt or mud 
depending on the weather, so motoring any distance was not 
popular. 


Chapadmalal is an extraordinary establishment and pure 
delight for lovers of thoroughbreds. The pastures are divided 
by lines of trees, all planted, as there are very few natural 
trees in the country. The broodmares with foals were divided 
by color — Bays and browns, chestnuts, greys, In separate 
pastures. In another division were mares of not first rate pedi 
gree bred to produce polo ponies, if not race horses. These foals 
were used first in ranch work and then the better ones trained 
for polo. 


The stallions were kept in special stalls. In addition to 
horses, he also has a large herd of Aberdeen Angus. His 
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herdsman was an enormous Scotchman deeply interested in 
his cattle. Don Jose said he always tries to get large fat 
men to look after his cattle and fat nurses for his children. 
It is an indication that they enjoy food themselves and, 
therefore, will see that the cattle or children get plenty. 


Due to heavy rain, the roads to the railroad station were 
declared uncertain, so we stayed over and returned by train the 
next day to Buenos Aires and more polo. 


At the Hurlingham Polo Pony Show, I bought a good-looking 
bay mare, winner of the lightweight class named “Perlita” from 
Alex Duggan. 


On November 29th, the day after the game with Los Indios, 
the Knox family and entourage took off for Barlioche as guests 
of Luis and Susana Basualdo at Huemul on Lake Nahuel Huapi. 
This was an unforgettable joyous experience. Huemul, the 
Basualdo family home on Lake Nahuel Huapi, is large enough 
to accommodate many guests. Nicky Basualdo and his attractive 
wife, Pirrine, were in residence at Huemul when we arrived. 


The snow-capped mountains beyond the clear crystal blue 
lake provide a view one can never forget. 


We rode through the woods and over the hills with Luis and 
Nicky and enjoyed every minute of our visit. Norty was 
given a small Piebald pony to ride but was never told it 
belonged to Susanita for fear he wouldn’t ride a girl’s pony. 
Photos of this trip remind us of this beautiful country and our 
great friends. One day we went by boat across the lake to see 
the new hotel in Lao Lao. 


This visit to Huemul was a fitting and soothing aftermath 
to the polo season in B. A. and Hurlingham 1937. 
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ARRIVAL AT BARILOCHE 


LUIS AND STATION WAGON — HUEMUL 
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HELEN and LUIS BASUALDO 


LEAO ELA@) — Skiddy, Nicky, Pirrin, Helen, SHK 
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The Knox family and Skiddy Von Stade, accompanied by 
Luis Basualdo, traveled by boat, motor and rail through the 
Chilean Lakes to Santiago. We were introduced to “Pisco 
Sours” and visited Vina Del Mar, the fashionable seaside resort 
near Santiago. On December 9th we sailed from Valpariso on 
the Grace Line, heading for New York. 


The trip back on the Northern Prince was sparked by a stop 
at Arequipa, the port which serves Lima, Peru. A wireless to 
the ship was received inviting the Knoxes and Von Stade to 
luncheon at the Country Club and to play in a polo game that 
afternoon. This sounded attractive to us and we eagerly looked 
forward to our arrival in Lima. Unfortunately, as our ship 
docked early in the morning on December 14th, the cloudy sky 
and muggy weather indicated to us that a rainstorm was im- 
minent. Polo would be definitely out, so we postponed unpack- 
ing our riding clothes. Soon our host from Lima came on board 
and asked if we were ready for polo. Expressing our disappoint- 
ment at the weather, he said, ‘Don’t worry about the rain, it 
just looks and feels like rain — actually it hasn't rained in Lima 
in 20 years.” So, out came the polo equipment and off we went 
to Lima. Soon the sun came out. Our host drove us on a tour 
of the beautiful city and then to the large Country Club for 
luncheon. 


The club team was made up of their four best players, which 
included their Argentine polo manager. ‘wo Peruvians teamed 
up with the United States visitors playing one and back. For 
the record, it can be reported that the team with the U. 5. 
players won the game, played in hot, humid, sticky weather. 
The field was excellent and the ponies loaned to us were easy 
and playable. This exercise was badly needed and appreciated, 
after our visit in Nahuel Huapi through the Chilean Lakes. 
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And then back to our ship to continue our voyage home on 
the Grace Line, spending a day going through the Panama 
Canal. This was a new and interesting experience for us, and 
a most restful, quiet day. Everything seemed to be working 
efhciently in the Canal, and soon we were through and in the 
Atlantic Ocean headed north. Christmas was spent on board. 
With no opportunities for shopping, it offered chances to im- 
provise and gave the creative members of the group plenty of 
time to provide pleasure for the others with self-made presents. 
The final days brought us to New York and home again. From 
summer to winter in a very short time, and with memories of a 
trip which ended happily and with the desire of all members of 
our family to visit Argentina again. 


P.S. And we all did more than once, as you will discover if you 
read the rest of these tales. 
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CHAPTER IV 


To B.A. and 
“The Cup of the Americas” - 1950 


U.S. Polo Association Yearbook 1951 


Following is the account of the Cup Matches in Buenos 
Aires — Palermo Field in November and December 1950, 
taken from the U.S. Polo Association Year Book of 1951. 


The United States Polo Association sent a squad of players 
to the Argentine at the conclusion of the 1950 season, to com- 
pete for the Cup of the Americas. This was the first, officially 
sanctioned International team to visit Buenos Aires since 1932. 
The squad of six players consisted of Jules Romfph, George 
Oliver, Peter Perkins, Delmar Carroll, George H. Bostwick and 
Lewis Smith. Mr. Robert E. Strawbridge, Jr. made the trip as 
nor-playing Captain of the team. The squad flew down ten 
ponies as nucleus for a string which was supplemented by ap- 
proximately sixteen Argentine ponies loaned to the team. 


The Argentine Open Championship was used as a trial for 
the selection of the team for the Cup of the Americas as well 
as a trial for the selection of ponies. George H. Bostwick, Peter 
Perkins, George Oliver and Lewis Smith played throughout the 
Open as “Bostwick Field” and reached the finals, only to be 
defeated by “Venado Tuerto.” 


The team selected to represent the United States for the Cup 
of the Americas was Delmar Carroll, Peter Perkins, George 
Oliver and Lewis Smith, a thirty-one goal team, playing in that 
order. George Oliver was playing Captain with George H. 
Bostwick and Jules Romfph as substitutes. The full Venado 
Tuerto team rated at thirty-seven goals, represented Argentina, 
with Julio and Carlos Menditeguy as substitutes. 
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Although Argentina won the first two games of a best out 
of three series, both games were hard-fought, very fast, and far 
closer than the score indicates. 


FIRST GAME 

NOVEMBER 25, 1950 

ARGENTINA (14) No. UNITED STATES (10) 
Juan Cavanagh 1 Delmar Carroll 
Roberto Cavanagh y) Peter Perkins 
Enrique Alberdi 3 George K. Oliver 
Juan Carlos Alberdi back Lewis Smith 


Umpires: Messrs. Kearney and Hobson 


SECOND GAME 
DECEMBER 9571950 


ARGENTINA (11) No. UNITED STATES (7) 
Juan Cavanagh l Delmar Carroll 
Roberto Cavanagh 2 Peter Perkins 
Enrique Alberdi g George K. Oliver 
Juan Carlos Alberdi back Lewis Smith 


Umpires: Messrs. Kearney and Hobson 


Personal notes — 


The Knox family flew to B.A. for the matches and 
thoroughly enjoyed a reunion with their Argentine friends 
plus the pleasure of watching high goal polo. Norty played in 
a practice game but found the pressure of climate and pace too 
much and retired after three periods. 
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CHAPTER V 
To B.A. for Ponies -— 1957 


The night we left B. A. in 1932, twenty-five years ago, in 
the rush and hurry to make the boat, my diary of our visit was 
left behind in our hotel room and never recovered. 


To help while away the lazy three weeks on shipboard, I 
attempted to recall our trip down, the polo and the good times 
we all had in B. A. and wrote a little book entitled “To B. A. 
and Back”. This was in 1932. In 1957, accompanied by my 
son, Norty, I took off for B. A. again — this time by plane. We 
spent about ten days there — the first six of them playing polo 
and trying out different ponies. It was rather strenuous, especi- 
ally with the adjustment to the custom of late dining and the 
adjustment of trying to play polo on 36 strange ponies. No 
diary was kept on this trip, as I did not seem to find the time or 
energy; but, on my return, once more for the record, I will try 
and recall some of the high spots. 


This is more or less a continuation of the story “Aurora at 
Oakbrook 1956” with a few random anecdotes of events in be- 
tween, which also provides an opportunity to record the inci- 
dents before they are completely forgotten and to recall some 
of the high spots of polo, tennis and travel in our past. So here 
goes! 


Norty and I left New York from Idlewild via Pan Am at 
1:45 p.m. Tuesday, October 29th, arriving in B. A. Wednes- 
day at 4 p.m. Our plane stopped at Caracas, Sao Paulo, Rio de 
Janeiro and Montevideo. Unfortunately, the airports were too 
far from the cities and there was no time for sightseeing. Instead 
we stretched our legs, walking a bit in the hot humid air, at- 
tempting to quench our thirst with Venezuelan and Brazilian 
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beer. The plane circled several times over Sao Paulo and we 
had a good look from above at one of the fastest gTOWINE Cities 
in the world. Unfortunately, we did not get a good view of 
the harbor at Rio. 


Much to our surprise and delight, we were met at the airport 
outside B. A. by our friends since 193 2, Jack Nelson, Alfredo 
Harrington, Susana Ortiz Basualdo and her daughter, Susanita 
(age 5 in 1932) with her husband, Horacio Castilla. We 
could see them as the plane taxied to the terminal. Alfredo and 
Horacio were still driving their same cars we saw on our Visit 
in 1950 and I can report that the owners and the cars looked 
very well and had changed little in seven years. They drove us 
to the Plaza Hotel which looked exactly the same as in 1932, 
only slightly aged. That night Horacio insisted on giving us a 
steak dinner at the Cabana to get us in shape for the days and 
nights ahead of us. 


I might say, at this point, that the purpose of our trip was to 
look for “made” (not green) polo ponies and, if possible, pur- 
chase some we thought would be suitable. Naturally, we pre- 
ferred ponies with experience — not too young — not too old. 
The kind we were looking for are not easy to find or buy. We 
also prefer small or medium sized ponies, as I have found they 
seem easier and more fun to play. Incidentally, the Knox boys 
do not require large ponies. 


This was springtime in B. A. and about the height of the 
polo season. Polo is booming in Argentina and, it seemed to 
me, there were more ponies and players than ever. The tourna- 
ment games at Palermo were well attended. The public knows 
the game and players and appreciates a good play. Sort of like 
the fans at football and hockey in the U. S. 


I will never forget the excitement of the crowds at the WS Ae 
vs. “Argentina “Cup of the Americas” Matches in Palermo in 
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1932. This series was won by the U.S. Team consisting of 
Phipps, Boeseke, W. Guest and Post 2-1. After the final game 
(which was close and tense), the umpires galloped off the field, 
jumped into a waiting car and drove off to avoid being mobbed. 
The U. S. squad that year included Rathborne, Iglehart, Knox 
and Mills with Carty Burke as non-playing captain and Tommy 
Nelson in charge of ponies. This tale of the matches and trip 
was recorded in “To B. A. and Back 1932.” 


We went to the Argentine again in 1937 taking Norty and 
Seymour with us to play in the Open Championship on a team 
named Aurora — SHK, Skiddy Von Stade Jr., (fresh out of 
Harvard), Pat Roark, (the English Internationalist) and Lin 
Howard from California, with Lewis Smith and Howard Fair 
as spares made up the team. Aurora never quite clicked and, 
although we had a very good time and lots of polo, we were 
beaten in the semifinals. This trip is recorded in the chapter 
‘Aurora in Argentina 1937.” 


In 1950, we visited B. A. once again to see the U.S. 
vs. Argentine Matches for “La Copa de Las Americas”. The 
flight down with Dolly and Pete Bostwick who lost his boarding 
pass at the stopover in Rio was an event worth remembering — 
and, especially, the loan of his lower berth for the night. Pete 
was too nervous for restful sleeping on the plane. This series 
is recorded in an earlier chapter. 


In 1953, Seymour, Norty and I flew to Miami, meeting Luis 
Basualdo and then on to Telara, Peru for some deep sea fishing 
at Cabo Blanco. After a week of sunburn and rough weather 
and a few fish, Luis and I flew to Lima and from there to B. A. 
where I stayed at the Plaza. Again, I had a chance to see some 
of the good polo games at Hurlingham and found polo still 
thriving. To fly from Lima to New York via Buenos Aires was 
a bit roundabout but well worth it. It looked to me, from the 
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games I saw, that our handicaps were more liberal than theirs. 
Also, they seemed to have many more high goal young players 
than in the U. S. 


So, back to this tale and to B. A. in 1957! Peron was still in 
command in 1950 and 1953. Now he has been ousted and the 
people seem to be more relaxed, but the damage Peron and his 
regime did to the country cannot be repaired ina short time. For 
example, due to import restrictions, very few new automobiles 
are on the streets — very few taxis — no new buses — the rail- 
roads are badly in need of equipment — so is everything else. 
It is a beautiful city in modern times without modern facilities. 


The city of B. A. and its environs seemed about the same as 
during the Peron regime — not much improvement — with a 
remarkable collection of antique automobiles on the streets. The 
Argentine mechanics surely must be a group of resourceful 
geniuses. 


Our first day in B. A. Horacio took us to San Isidro to see a 
Match in the Open Championship and the favorite team. 
Vernado Tuerto, Lalor, R. Cavanagh, Bordeu, J. C. Alberdi. 
The game was two hours late in starting due to the uncertain 
weather and the telephone strike, No way to ‘phone the stables. 
The game was further delayed by a pony who suffered a broken 
leg in the Sth period. By the time we got back to B. A., it was 
almost time for a 10 p.m. dinner at Lily and Jack Nelsons — 
which was most delightful and a chance to meet some of our 
friends — young and old. 


Alfredo Pefia called for us at the Plaza in his “new” 1950 
Buick. He was very proud of his car and, every few blocks, 
would stop at a gas station to have it inspected. We motored to 
El Trebol for a weekend of polo at Alfredo and Isobel Harring- 
tons. After luncheon, a round robin game — 12 players and 
three teams gave us our first chance to try ponies. The ponies we 
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played were loaned to us by Alfredo Harrington, the O’Farrells 
and Luis Duggan. Most of them were larger than we were look- 
ing for, but we had a good time and enjoyed playing them. 


The next day, we played more or less the same game. Luis 
and Pepe Duggan, O’Farrells, Jack and John Nelson. It was an 
informal round robin game and good fun and another chance 
to try ponies. Norty and I exchanged the ponies we had played 
on Friday. That night we dined at Julio Menditeguys. On 
Sunday morning before the polo game Julio showed us 60 of 
his thoroughbred brood mares and foals, plus 20 four year old 
polo pony prospects for next year and his four stallions. 


After another six periods of polo, which gave us a chance to 
play some more ponies, we motored to B. A. with Alfredo Pena 
and Jack Nelson to the polo game at Palermo. The Hurlingham 
team was beaten by Alicia Tortuguas 10-8. 


* After the game, Sam Hunter from England invited us for 
dinner at the Plaza with the Lewis Lacey’s, Dicky Santamarinas 
and Alfredo Harringtons. 


After three consecutive games of polo in three days, we found 
ourselves a bit tired but, nevertheless, had to struggle through 
our Plaza Hotel breakfast of maté, orange salad and biscuits and 
take off to Hurlingham with Horacio Castilla in order to play 
polo at 10 a.m. 


The game had been arranged by Horacio and Dan Kearney. 
I played four of Dan’s ponies, one of Alfredo Harrington’s and 
Raspa (Julio Menditeguy’s top pony). 


As I reflect on our quick visit, I wonder how we managed to 
do so much in such a short time. Six polo games in six days! 
Three at El Trebol and three at Hurlingham. In addition to 
that, we watched three tournament games, dined at 10 p.m., 
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more or less, each night. The grill room of the Plaza Hotel was 
the scene of hearty meals, where we paid homage to the beef of 
the country washed down with native wines. 


The weekend at El Trebol was really fun, staying at Isobel 
and Alfredo Harringtons, playing country polo with the Dug- 
gans and Nelsons and their relatives. 


Norty and I tried different ponies in each game and the 
arithmetic shows we each played 36 ponies. To save time and 
make it possible to try more ponies, if I did not think a pony 
would suit, it would be discarded. Norty did the same. If I liked 
a pony, Norty would play it later and vice versa. After each 
game, we would compare notes and star the ponies we liked best. 
This speeded up the procedure because we could both tell pretty 
well what we were looking for. 


In B. A. we played polo at the Hurlingham Club about thirty 
miles outside the city. The club is the same as we saw it in our 
visits 1n 1932, 1937, 1950 and 1953. Wonderful old club house 
with polo fields, cricket grounds, croquet, lawn tennis courts, 
squash courts and afternoon tea — with a small English com- 
munity nearby, each house with a garden full of flowers. 


Horacio arranged three games for us and a chance to try 
ponies against good players. One day the teams included Bebe 
Alberdi, Charlie and Julio Menditeguy, Horacio Castilla, Totito 
Casares plus the Knox boys. At the Hurlingham stables, while 
we were looking at ponies, Julio showed us Sombrilla 
(umbrella), Charlie’s famous tournament pony. He rode it bare 
back in a halter and wanted me to play her that day. What an 
experience! I couldn’t possibly keep her on course and was re- 
lieved when the period ended. That also ended our polo. 


The seven ponies we selected were passed by the Vet, Goni, as 
sound for polo! After tea at the club, we just got back in time 
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for 10 p.m. dinner at Felix and Elena Alzaga Unzue’s, Alfredo 
Pena’s sister’s house — Cerrito 1441. 


It was the same as in 1932 — a marvelous dinner with all that 
goes with it and very much appreciated. After dinner, a trip to 
“Gong” with Alfredo, Susana, Susanita and Horacio — bed at 
3:00 a.m. 


The next day Norty packed and readied himself for the flight 
home before our meeting at Jack Nelson’s office with the ship- 
ping agent at 11 a.m. He took the 1:30 bus for the airport and 
New York after a light steak lunch. I bet he rested well on the 
plane. 


The following morning I took time off to write notes and 
letters, arrange final shipping details and then, after lunch, drove 
to Hurlingham to look over the new ponies. 


- Saturday was my last chance to pack, shop for a few feeble 
presents and then lunch with Alfredo Pena at the Yacht Club. 
Alfredo is the ViceCommander and very proud of his flag 
which is raised to the top of the mast while he is in residence at 
the Club. It was a sunny but windy day, so many of the younger 
members were not in their new bikinis that day. Nevertheless, 
it was “well worth it.” 


After luncheon, Alfredo took me to the polo game at Palermo 
— Vernado Tuerto was beaten by Alicia Tortugas 2-9. It was 
a good match to watch. They are very quick, active players — 
always on the move and hitting to center — very seldom over 
sideboards. Again, I was impressed by the size, interest and polo 
intelligence of the crowds watching the game. 


That Saturday evening, my last in B. A., Alfredo Pena and I 
had cocktails with Cora Cavanagh in her beautiful penthouse 
apartment in the Cavanagh building overlooking the city. 


101 


Sunday was a day I will never forget. Sounds of Air Force 
jets disturbed my final packing. Not visible from the windows in 
my room, I went out to the park in front of the Plaza Hotel and 
witnessed a sensational show put on by the U. S. Air Force over 
the city of B. A. 


A late luncheon at the Plaza delayed my departure for the 
airport but, with Susanita at the wheel and Susana giving rear 
seat instructions, we arrived just in time with the last passengers 
to board the Pan Am plane for New York. It was a Sunday 
afternoon, the roads full of trafic anda frantic ride. Our thanks 
once more to our friends in B. A. for their marvelous hospitality. 


To B. A. and Back Again 1957 was a wonderful trip. Long 
live the ponies and most of them did! 


Over a period of years, I have learned that the game of polo 
is dificult enough on the best ponies — so | try to find well- 
trained, easy playing ponies. It makes the game more enjoyable. 


We bought a high class bay mare from Julio Menditeguy — 
“Raspa”’. She had been played by Bob Skene and won the prize 
for the best playing pony in the Argentine Open Championship 
in 1955. Julio told me that he had played her three periods in the 
Final of the Open a year later. 


Two chestnut mares, Paisana and Copa (later namer Susa) 
came from Bonadeo. They both played well for us when we 
tried them. We also found four ponies we liked belonging to 
Bebe Alberdi, all mares — LaGata, Amberina (name changed 
to Angele), Mancha Negra and Virginia (name changed to 
Laika after the Russian dog that went up in the space ship 
“Sputnik” while we were in B. A. that week. 


For the record, all seven ponies we purchased played for 
Aurora in the U. S. Open in 1959. Mancha Negra and Raspa 
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were sensational. After a few years, Laika, Paisana and Raspa 
broke down. Mancha Negra returned to B. A. with the U. S. 
team in 1966 but didn’t play in the matches. She is now, 1969, 
the mother of two at LaFortuna, Dicky Santmarina’s estancia. 
LaGata, Susa and Angele are still playing polo at Ess Kay Farm 
and Angele is the writer’s favorite hack in Aiken and East 
Aurora. J. C. Harriott, the 10 goal star, played “Angele” when 
he visited us in Aiken in 1968. A photo records the historic 
period. (Other Tales in Other Years). 


The ponies were shipped to New Orleans by boat and trucked 
to Aiken in December. LaGata jumped out of the van and 
landed on her side on the concrete dock in New Orleans but, 
fortunately, was not seriously hurt, although it took her several 
months to get over the frightening episode. 


Our new ponies were ridden a little in Aiken but not played 
until the spring season in East Aurora 1958. 


With the exception of Raspa, they were not going too well 
and had to be schooled and played slowly all summer. The boys, 
Seymour and Norty, were pepped up and planned to make an- 
other try for the Open at Oakbrook in September 1958 with 
Cyril Harrison at 4 goals playing back. Cyril played with us 
in East Aurora that summer. 


We soon discovered the difficulty of providing enough good 
ponies for four players, especially when our new ponies were not 
settled. In one of our practice games in August, Norty had a 
slow fall reaching out for a ball and landed on his back. He was 
in immediate great pain. The X-rays showed a broken vertebra 
so that ended the Aurora at Oakbrook 1958 project. 


Norty was put in a brace for 3 months and showed heroic 
courage and self control after leading such an active athletic life. 
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Fortunately, nature did a great healing job and the doctor pro- 
nounced him sound and released him from his brace 
in November. 


As mentioned before, in December 1958 Horacio had written 
he was coming for the Open (if no great disasters) and soon 
his ponies were on the boat with his competent gaucho groom, 
Quiroga, headed for New Orleans. They arrived in good shape 
and our van brought them to Aiken where they stayed until 
early May and were then vanned with our ponies to East 
Aurora. 


The Aiken polo season 1959 has been spotty, with Norty 
playing tennis and Seymour getting ready to play in the National 
Doubles with Norty. Pop Knox had pulled a riding muscle and 
missed the first three weeks of polo but was back in shape in time 
to play a little polo and watch the boys play in the National 
Court Tennis Doubles Finals in Philadelphia on March 21st. 
They won, beating the Bostwick brothers, Pete and Jimmy, 7-5 
in the 5th set. Score: 6-1, 26, 6-2, 2-6, 7-5. 


One more event before we go back to polo. I arrived back in 
Buffalo from Aiken in time to see Seymour play in Finals of the 
City Squash Racquets Tournament. This was before he went 
to Aiken to get ready for the Tennis Doubles. He was not seed- 
ed but reached the Finals after three more or less unexpected 
wins. But the Finals produced something that, in the history of 
the game of squash racquets, had probably never happened be- 
fore. Seymour lost the first two games 13-16, 11-15, won the 
next two 15-5, 15-5. In the 5th and final game, he lost the first 
6 points. At 7-13, he served doubles which isn’t easy in squash, 
making the score 7-14. This must have made him mad! From 
then on, he won every point and the match 15-14 and the City 
Championship. 
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Naturally, I was thrilled and very happy to present him after 
the Match the trophy I had first won in 1927 when Seymour 
was “a one year old.” 


The Finals of the Aiken Tennis Club doubles tournament 
seems to coincide each year with the last Sunday polo game of 
the Aiken season. The weather is usually hot — better suited 
for polo than court tennis. 


This year, Pierre arranged three scratch teams — Norty and 
Pop Knox beat Seymour III and Pete Bostwick, Jr. in the semi 
finals 6-0, 6-2, and met Pete Bostwick and son, Jimmy, in the 
Finals. 


It was a good match going to three sets with the Knox team 
winning 6-2, 2-6, 6-2. 
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CHAPTER VI 
Aurora at Oakbrook - 1959 


Aurora at Oakbrook 1956 has been covered in a separate 
Tale. For this publication, Aurora was defeated in the Finals of 
the U.S. Open Championship in a thrilling three overtime 
period polo game by Brandywine 11-10. 


AURORA — 5S. H. Knox III, Lewis Smith, Norty Knox, 
W. Ylvisaker. 


BRANDYWINE — Doc Williams, Ray Harrington, Buddy 
Coombs, W. Mayer. 


While Norty and I were in Buenos Aires in 1957 looking for 
polo ponies to replenish our aged and rapidly diminishing string, 
the question of entering a team in the U. S. Open was naturally 
discussed. It was considered mainly a question of ponies and 
whether the team could be adequately mounted. So that is why 
we went to Argentina, where the polo ponies are, for a look. 


In addition to ponies, Aurora also needed a fourth player, 
preferably well-mounted with his own ponies. 


Horacio Castilla, husband of Susanita, the lovely daughter of 
our long time friends, Susana and Luis Ortiz Basualdo, had been 
most helpful in arranging practice games for us to try ponies in 
Buenos Aires in 1957. He was also an enthusiastic polo player 
himself and, when Norty talked with him about the possibility 
of coming to the U. S. A. and playing with Aurora in the Open, 
he seemed very interested and said he would think about it. 


About a year later, Horaico wrote Norty that he was making 
arrangements to come with his five ponies and would like to play 
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in the U. S. Open on the Aurora Team. Barring a political up- 
heaval, revolution or collapse in the potato market, he and 
Susanita would arrive in the U.S. A. in plenty of time to get 
ready for the Tournament. 


With Horacio due to arrive in July, the East Aurora polo 
season started out with great enthusiasm in early June. The 
fields were in good condition, the players and ponies eager and, 
by the time Horacio and Susanita arrived, we had played many 
games — 4 periods each. By July 28, we had played 21 games 
and then were forced to stop due to the hard grounds and no 
rain. 


It was great fun having our friends from Buenos Aires with 
us in E. A. They entered agreeably into the spirit of Ess Kay 
Farm with tennis, swimming, riding, squash and even golf. 


Then Susanita sadly returned to B. A. by Pan Am, and the 
team took off for Chicago. 


The 21 ponies, including Horacio’s five, were trucked out by 
van in two trips. They all arrived safely and were housed in 
one of the new stable groups with two tack rooms. 


The weather was at its summer peak — over 90 degrees every 
day for three weeks plus plenty of humidity. It was hard on 
men and ponies and they all lost pounds. 


Oakbrook was a beehive of horse activity. The Pan American 
Equestrian Horse Teams were stabled in the same area — 
Dressage horses, three day test horses and the show jumpers 
competing in the Prix de Nations over an Olympic course. 


USA, Canada, Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Venezuela and 
Mexico were represented. 


These, combined with over 200 polo ponies, provided an un- 
forgettable sight during the early morning exercise hours. 
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The USA Equestrian Team included Nautical, Riviera 
Wonder and Tally Ho, winners during the summer at the lead- 
ing European horse shows. 


USA won the Prix de Nations, with Nautical making the 
only clean performance, and was second to Canada in the three 
day event. One of its horses had the best individual performance 
in Dressage — Name! — Grasshopper. 


Aurora, badly in need of polo, did not start off very well in 
its practice games. The ponies also needed polo. 


On Sunday, August 30th, Aurora played a good practice 
game vs. Circle F on International Field. Temperature was 
over 90 degrees. They got off to a good start and won 12-8. In 
their six other practice games, they lost to Milwaukee twice, 


once to CCC, tied Oakbrook and Tulsa, and beat Dallas. 


* With all eight teams rated at 25 goals, it was anybody’s 
tournament and the team that could convert their free shots 
would probably win, provided they got their share of the breaks 
in the games. 


Every team had at least one good penalty shot hitter. It would 
depend on how he was hitting them on the day that counted. 
Bob Skene, Cecil Smith, George Oliver, Harold Barry, Lewis 
Smith, Billy Mayer, Quito Alberdi, Roberto Cavanagh with 
Ray Harrington, Pete Bostwick, Alan Corey, Peter Perkins, 
Norty Knox, Billy Linfoot, Buddy Coombs and Billy Ylvisaker 
as spares in case they were called upon. A pretty threatening 
array of talent which should not only discourage fouls, but 
make them expensive. 


The heat wave was breaking Chicago’s record every day for 
three weeks — over 90 degrees with high humidity. Nothing 
to do but rest in air-conditioned rooms between games. We 
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discovered a new restaurant, “Texas Tommy’s”’, which was 
perfect for breakfast and lunch . . . but the Greasy Spoon 
still had lots of atmosphere and smells, and far better than Wal- 
green’s Drug Store or Howard Johnson’s. Cypress Gardens 
and the Spinning Wheel still serve good meals but are usually 
crowded. The Hinsdale Golf Club was made available to us 
by Paul Butler. Not air-conditioned but delicious food — 
especially steaks and chops. It was just the place for the team 
the night before the game. Luckily, the ladies of Aurora did 
not arrive until the day of the last practice game Thursday, 
September 3, so they missed most of the heat and troubles of 
the earlier games. 


Saturday, September 5, Helen and I bravely motored to 
Chicago to visit the Art Institute. We had tramped over the 
Equestrian Endurance Test Course in the morning, so had a real 
case of “museum feet” at the end of the afternoon. We parked 
our car in the underground garage on Michigan Ave. — a great 
convenience. 


Draw for National Open Tournament — U.S. Polo Association 


Oakbrook Polo Club — 1959 


Aurora | Sunday, Sept. 8 
Meadowbrook | 3 p.m. aarea 
Oakbrook | Sunday, Sept. 8 Sept. 11 
Dall 4 
a ie Sunday 
Circle F | Monday, Sept. 9 | Sept. 15 
eee Dia cn 
Diamond B | Monday, Sept. 9 ( Sept. 12 
Tulsa Solo Cup | 4 p.m. 


AURORA MEADOWBROOK 

Seymour H. Knox 3d 5 Thomas Hastey 3 
Northrup R. Knox 8 G. H. Bostwick y) 
Lewis Smith 8 Enrique Alberdi 9 
Horacio Castilla 4 Devereux Milburn 6 


25 25 

Aurora Ponies: 

Seymour Norty Lewis Horacio 
1. Susa SS Raspa Paisana 
2. Nugget Laika Diana Cucaracha 
3. Nike Mancha Negra LaGata Guitara 
4. Mr. Rube —_ The Queen Angele Cocetoria 
5. Vienna Laika Raspa Nevada 
6. Nike Nugget Diana Cucaracha 


Spares — Trade Winds, Cabo Blanco 


The Meadowbrook Team (nicknamed the “21” Club by 
some of their female admirers) looked strong on paper and on 
the field. Tom Hastey, a fast young Texan at 1, Pete Bostwick 
at 2, Quito Alberdi (one of the Argentine polo all time greats) 
at 3 and Dev Milburn, Jr. at back. 


Aurora seemed to have the best of this game most of the 
time, although the score was close, 6-4. 


Doc Williams, the only surviving member of the 1956 
Champion Dallas team, was unable to play in this game due to 
a sore shoulder. This was a great disappointment to him as he 
had planned his team and the defense of the title well ahead of 
time. In his place, Bill Hudson flew back from California the 
day before and started at No. 1 for Dallas vs. Oakbrook. 


111 


OAKBROOK VS. DALLAS 


Paul Butler 2 W. Hudson y! 
W. Linfoot ) (W. Hetherington) 
Cecil Smith 10 R. Cavanagh 10 
Jack Murphy + Alan Corey 9 
Roy Barry, Jr. 4 


Unfortunately, in the 5th period, Bill Hudson was hit in the 
eye by Cecil’s mallet. Bill could not continue and his place was 
taken by W. Hetherington. 


Others on the Dallas team consisted of Roberto Cavanagh, 
the 10 goaler from Argentina at 2, Alan Corey — 9 goals (and 
perhaps the best-mounted player in the Tournament) at 3, and 
Roy Barry, Jr. — 4 goals, (a beautiful hitter) at Back. 


Roberto Cavanagh flew his Cessna with his two daughters 
serving as co-pilot and navigator from B. A. over the Andes 
and up the West Coast to Mexico and New York on a ten day 
trip for the Tournament. 


For Oakbrook, Paul Butler, the Maestro of Oakbrook, at 1, 
Dr. Billy Linfoot at 2, Cecil Smith at 3, and Murphy (the com- 
ing young star) at Back. Oakbrook was considered one of 
the main threats of the Tournament. Unfortunately, in his first 
practice game, Billy Linfoot was hit in the face by a mallet, re- 
ceiving a mild concussion, losing four teeth and many stitches 
inside and outside his mouth. In a close game, Oakbrook beat 
Dallas 6-4. 


The weather continued fair and very warm. 


Dale 


On Labor Day, Monday, September 9th, at 3 p.m. 


(orere VS. CIRCLE F 

Don Beveridge + Del Carroll 7 
Buddy Coombs 8 Ray Harrington 8 
Harold Barry 9 Billy Mayer 8 
Hugo Delmar + Russell Firestone 2 


Another close, hard fought game with the Circle F team look- 
ing a little better mounted — winning 10-8. The pace and heat 
and pressure seemed to favor Circle F. 


The Second Monday Game. 
DIAMOND B VS. TULSA SOLO CUP 
Bert Beveridge 3 J. Oxley 2 
Peter Perkins 8 Billy Ylvisaker 6 
George Oliver 9 Bob Skene 10 
Bobby Beveridge 5 John Armstrong 6 


* Won by Tulsa Solo Cup 11/9. 


The Semi Final Match, scheduled for Wednesday, was post- 
poned due to a sudden heavy thunder shower an hour before 
the game — so a double header was set for Thursday, Sept. 12. 


The Aurora and Oakbrook players and ponies were dressed 
and bandaged and ready to go when the rain came. Actually it 
was a lucky break for players and ponies because the rain broke 
the terrific heat and humidity, and Thursday was fair and com- 
paratively cool. 


Aurora played probably its best game as a team this day, and 
won 9-5 on International Field. 


Our ponies performed very well and, thanks to Dr. Linfoot, 
only two were not sound enough to be played — Cabo Blanco 


and Mr. Rube. 
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Circle F again prevailed in the second game with its dashing 
attacks, and defeated Tulsa Solo Cup 8-6. But the issue was 
not settled until the last period. 


In the 5th period, John Armstrong, who had been playing a 
very steady and aggressive back, had a hard fall going at full 
speed down the field. His pony rolled over him and John was 
not permitted to continue due to a slight concussion. His place 
was taken by Luis Ramos. 


The Final was similar to the Final in 1956. Aurora had the 
same team with H. Castilla instead of Billy Ylvisaker. Circle F 
had Ray Harrington and Billy Mayer with Del Carroll and 
Russell Firestone in place of Buddy Coombs and Doc Williams. 


My advice to the team was about the same: “Get off to a 
good start, don’t make fouls, take advantage of your opportun- 
ities, cover your man on the defensive (always be aware of 
where he is and what he is doing), be alert, keep your eyes open, 
your mind on the game, and don’t let your brains run down your 
neck.” For a while, this system seemed to work. 


Aurora got off to a good start, scoring the first goal and might 
have had a bigger lead than 2-1 after the second period with one 
or two different breaks. The 3rd period was disaster for Aurora 
with Circle F taking full advantage of their opportunities. 
Three shots at goal and, in addition, a sixty yard penalty shot 
by W. Mayer converted. Score at half time: Circle F 5 — 
Aurora 2. 


The Aurora Team seemed a bit downcast, when they came 
in for the rest period, but not discouraged. There is an old say’ 
ing “Anything can happen in a polo game.” If you play 
positions and keep on trying, the goals will take care of them- 
selves. But it is not quite that easy, because the other team 
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obviously is also trying. However, Aurora started out well in 
the 4th period and made 2 goals. Score 5-4 for Circle F. In the 
Sth period, both teams made 2 goals, score 7-6. In the 6th 
period, Lewis Smith scored a goal from the field to tie the game 
after missing a 60 yard penalty shot. Aurora then fouled and 
Circle F had a 40 yard open shot at goal to win. It looked like 
the jig was up but the unexpected happened. Ray Harrington’s 
hard hit shot going straight for the goal was blocked by Norty 
Knox who had dashed across in front. It hit him on his right 
arm and the goal was saved. A few moments later, with time 
running out, Circle F fouled and Aurora had another chance 
to win the game with a 60 yard shot. Unfortunately, the goal 
was missed and the score at the end of 6 periods of play — 


Circle F 7, Aurora 7. 


In the overtime, sudden death 7th period, play was fast and 
furious. Both teams had chances — finally, toward the end of 
the period first Circle F and again Aurora had a free shot to 
win. Lewis was tired. Norty’s arm very sore. Lewis, whose 
penalty shot record had been excellent all through the tourna- 
ment, hit and missed. Bad luck Aurora. The period ended — 
Score 7-7. 


Halfway through the 2nd extra “sudden death” period, Del 
Carroll picked up a pass and scored the goal to break the tie and 
win the Tournament 8-7. 


AURORA — 7: 8. H. Knox III, Lewis Smith, Norty Knox, 
Horacio Castilla. 


CIRCLE F — 8: Del Carroll, Ray Harrington, M. Mayer, 
R. Firestone. 


After the game, the Aurora Team was so tired they didn’t 
realize how close they had come to winning. They only knew 
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they had lost! But still, and with great pride, I could say to 
them -— “Congratulations Seymour, Norty, Lewis, and 


Horacio. It was a great try. Well played AURORA!” 


So, history was repeating itself except that, in 1956, Aurora 
was leading by a goal in that last period and Dallas tied the 
score, forcing the overtimes. This year, Aurora tied the score, 
forcing the overtimes. 


So now I will repeat myself — “Anything can happen in a 
polo game!” 


Thanks for listening. 
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CHAPTER VII 
Aurora at Santa Barbara — 1966 


Tuus is a sequel to the short tale “Aurora at Oakbrook 1956” 
published privately in 1956 and the later chapter “Aurora at 
Oakbrook 1959". The purpose is to record another journey in 
the Polo World to another part of our country by four players, 
each from a different community. Their mission: to play for 
Aurora in the U.S. Open Polo Tournament held in Santa 
Barbara, California, May 14°22. 


Last summer, when Norty first considered playing in the 
Open Tournament in Santa Barbara in May 1966, the question 
of ponies presented a problem. “Mancha Negra”, a small chest- 
nut mare purchased from Juan Alberdi in BA in 1957, was 
the only pony thought to be of International polo class of the 
seven imported that year and selected from approximately 36 
played by Norty and his father on their short visit to Buenos 
Aires. 


The remaining Knox ponies were not considered young 
enough or sound enough for tournament polo. 


Since then, through scouting, several more likely prospects 
were uncovered. Six have survived the preliminary screening 
and now, in May 1966, Norty has seven tournament ponies. 


Lewis Smith is in charge of Norty’s ponies assisted by Jim 
Hennahane who accompanied the Aurora ponies to England 
in 1934. 


Santa Barbara is the home of “Aurora” at the moment. The 
team is comfortably settled. The ponies, so far, are reasonably 
sound and the practice sessions are under way. 
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Five Teams are Entered: 


FOUNTAIN GROVE AURORA 
Bobby Walters John Armstrong 
Bud Linfoot Norty Knox 
Roy Barry, Jr. Bob Beveridge 
Allan Scherer Bill Ylvisaker 
SANTA BARBARA TULSA 
Ronnie Tongg John Oxley, Jr. 
Bill Linfoot Ray Harrington, Jr. 
George Oliver Harold Barry 
Bob Uilein Jack Murphy 
MEXICO 


John Donaldson 
Xavier Garza 
Alberto Miller 
Julio Miller 


It might be a matter of interest to report that the makeup 
of the Aurora Team at the first practice game was as follows: 
1. W. Ylvisaker, Lake Forest, Illinois (5), 2. B. Beveridge, 
San Antonio, Texas (6), 3. N. Knox, East Aurora, New 
York (8), 4. J. Armstrong, Selma, Alabama (6). 


At the latest writing (which is May 9th), six days before 
the first game, the team is lined up as follows: 1. J. Armstrong, 
2. N. Knox, 3. B. Beveridge, 4. W. Ylvisaker. 


(Each player in a different position)! 


The entry of a strong Mexican Team adds considerable 
interest to the Tournament this year. 
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The Aurora players all arrived about the same time, May Ist. 
Their ponies a week or ten days earlier. The team stayed at 
different motels, hotels, and ranches. Norty and Lucetta stay- 
ed at the San Ysidro Ranch — composed of a group of small 
cottages on the side of a slope, almost smothered by lush vege- 
tation and flowers, with a great view of the Canyon not far 
away. Each morning, the damp fog settles over the area, 
clearing sometimes by early afternoon — the temperature 
ranging from the mid-fifties to the mid-seventies. 


The Santa Barbara Polo Club has a modest club house with 
changing facilities for the players. The walls decorated with 
photos of polo scenes. The night of our arrival, Thursday, 
May 12th, the Aurora Team were hosts for a barbecue of 
steaks selected by John Armstrong and grilled by Harold 
Barry, mixed green salad tossed together by Jack Cartusciello 
and draft beer by Schlitz. The radiant heaters warmed the 
guests, while the steaks cooked. The Western cowboy hats 
and clothes worn by the polo players provided inspiration for 
the ladies who reciprocated by giving the boys a treat in their 
colorful slacks. 


Bob Skene and Bill Barry were named umpires for the 
Tournament games played under the auspices of the U. 5. 
Polo Association. 


There are 285 polo ponies stabled at the Club in rather 
antique stalls and it wouldn’t take many matches to send up 
the whole lot in flames. 


In fact, not so long ago, when forest fires threatened 
Montecito, all the ponies were removed from the stables and 
taken to the beach, until the danger was over. 
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Fripay, May 13TH 


The final practice game for Aurora was scheduled for 2:00 
P.M. vs Mexico. The players were keyed up and ready to 
give their ponies a good blow in preparation for the tournament 
game on Sunday. The weather was ideal for polo. The umpires, 
Bob Skene and Bill Barry, started the game on time. Naturally, 
we were interested to see how Aurora would compare with 
the strong Mexican Team. 


The game was fast and hard fought and evenly matched 
until the 5th period. At half time, Aurora led 3-2. Mexico 
evened the score 4-4 at the 4th period. Aurora made 4 goals 
in the 5th, leading 8-5. In the 6th, Mexico scored quickly 
making the score 8-6. In the next few moments, John Arm- 
strong, the Aurora No. 1, was noticed slowly leaving the 
field for the sideboards. Play went on. Aurora scored. At 
the throw-in, the game was finally stopped, when John was 
helped off his pony, obviously in severe pain. He said his leg 
was broken. No doubt about it — both bones. He gave in- 
structions calmly on what to do — to get a station wagon, a 
splint, if possible, and take him to a hospital. Not long after- 
ward, his statement was confirmed by the X-ray. Both bones 
in left leg were broken above the ankle. This was a sad ending 
to the game in which John had starred scoring 4 goals and 
playing consistently well until his injury. None of the players 
knew how or just when the accident happened. 


If possible, Aurora will attempt to find a good substitute 
whose handicap does not exceed 6 goals. 


The Aurora Team seemed to go well and Norty’s ponies gave 
a good performance. 


The following morning, Saturday, May 14th, Herb Pennell 
(5 goals) who plays at Blind Brook Club arrived by “plane 
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from New York to join the Aurora Team. Two hours later, 
he played a practice game on 5 of John Armstrong’s ponies 
and one of Billy Ylvisaker’s. 


It was reported that John Armstrong’s leg was badly broken 
and an operation, lasting over two hours, was required to put 
the pins in place. The doctors predicted he would be in a cast 
for many months. 


The Opening game of the Tournament — Tulsa vs Santa 
Barbara-Milwaukee produced some fast and spectacular polo. 
Santa Barbara scored first but Tulsa led at the end of the first 
peirod 2-1 and was never headed. Harold Barry was at his best 
and Ray Harrington made some brilliant runs, scoring 5 times. 
Jackie Murphy played a strong game and John Oxley scored 
twice. The final score — Tulsa 10, Santa Barbara-Milwaukee 77. 
Linfoot, Oliver, Tongg and Uihlein all had their moments, but 
Tulsa kept up the pressure and went on to win. 


In the second game of the Open, it was Aurora vs. Fountain 
Grove. Aurora lined up with Herb Pennell taking John Arm- 
strong’s place at 1, playing John’s ponies. Norty at 2, Bobby 
Beveridge at 3 and Billy Ylvisaker back. 


Fountain Grove: Bobby Walters 1, Buddy Linfoot 2, Roy 
Barry, Jr. 3 and Allan Scherer back. 


The ball was picked up on the throw by F.G. and their first 
score Came in a matter of seconds. 


At half time, the score was F. G. 3, Aurora 1. 


It was evenly matched up to that point. The second half 
saw Aurora missing the opportunities which proved expensive 
as the game went on, but they tied the score at 5-5 in the 6th, 
forcing a sudden death extra period. A break could turn the 
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game either way. It came in the first minute of play when a 
missed shot left an open goal for F.G. which ended the game 
6-5 in their favor. This put F.G. in the Finals on Sunday, 
May 22nd, against the winner of Mexico vs Tulsa. 


Tulsa beat Mexico 12-6. 
Tulsa beat Fountain Grove in the Finals 10-5. 


The William Hartman Trophy for the best playing pony 
in the Tournament was awarded to “Rotallen”, an 8 year old 
chestnut mare owned by Northrup Knox. She was played in 
the 3rd and 6th periods of the Match — Aurora vs. Fountain 
Grove. 


Rotallen was trained by Cecil Smith and was played in the 
1965 U.S. Open at Oakbrook by Charles Smith. 
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John Armstrong being helped to station wagon by George Oliver & Bob Uihlein 


OAKBROOK 
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CHAPTER VIII 
Test Matches at Oakbrook —- 1966 


This is a continuation of “Aurora at Santa Barbara”’ which 
ended for Aurora on Sunday, May 14, when they lost to 
Fountain Grove 6-5 in an extra period. 


Tulsa with Oxley, Harrington, Harold Barry and Jack 
Murphy won the Finals and the Open Championship on May 
22nd, defeating Fountain Grove 10-5. 


During the week of the Tournament at Santa Barbara, George 
Sherman, Chairman of the U.S. Polo Association, (after con- 
sultation with members of the Selection Committee), announced 
the squad to represent the U.S. Polo Association in Buenos 
Aires. From the squad, a team will be chosen to play for the 
“Cup of the Americas” and, also, a team to play in the 30 Goal 
Event. 


Northrup R. Knox, 8 goals, was named Captain. Others 
selected were: 


Harold Barry 9 Lewis Smith 9 
Roy Barry, Jr. 9 Jack Murphy 4 
Allan Scherer 6 Robert Beveridge 6 
Dr. William Linfoot 9 


Two practice games were played Tuesday, May 24th and 
Thursday, May 26th, by the members of the squad still at Santa 
Barbara. The last test game, with Knox (1), Linfoot (2), Roy 
Barry (3) and Harold Barry (4), looked like a strong combin- 
ation. 


The U. S. Squad is to assemble at Oakbrook in late August. 
The ponies are to be shipped to Miami from Oakbrook by truck 
and from Miami to Buenos Aires by ‘plane on September 20, 
1966. 
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I feel sure 1966 is no different from the twenties or 
thirties. Men and ponies haven’t changed much. It is just 
the numbers. At the moment, we have in the U.S.A. 
fewer high goal players and, unfortunately for them, fewer 
high class polo ponies. 


Since then, the U. S. squad scattered to their various summer 
headquarters and agreed to meet in Oakbrook in August for 
some practice games, test matches and chances to try out ponies. 


The two Californians, Linfoot and Scherer, could not make 
it to Oakbrook but Linfoot, without ponies, did arrive in time 
to play two Test Matches, one on Thursday, September 1st 
and the last Test Match, Sunday, September 4th. 


For the first Test Match: 
U.S. Whites — J. Kraml, N. Knox, H. Barry, Roy Barry 


~ U.S. Reds — Del Carroll, R. Beveridge, Lewis Smith, 
Billy Ylvisaker 


The REDS won 10-7 receiving 2 goals handicaps. 


In the second Test Match on Sunday, August 28th, Hugo 
Delmar replaced Jim Kraml on the U. S. Whites and the 
Whites won a fast, hard game 12-9, giving 2 goals handicap. 
Probably the feature of the game was the seven (7) free hit 
goals by Roy Barry from the 60 yard line. 


The third Test Match was played on Thursday, September 
lst. The Red Team with the same lineup. The Whites with 
Billy Linfoot in place of Hugo Delmar. This changed the 
team rating and the Whites gave 5 goals handicap. They 
never made it up and the Reds won 17-11. In the last 3 periods, 
Norty and Linfoot exchanged positions and the Barrys also 
traded posts. 
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Roy Barry made 4 out of 4 sixty yard shots in this game. 


The final Test Match was played on Sunday, September 4th 
on a beautiful, cool, sunny day before a large crowd. The 
U.S. Reds kept the same line-up — the U. S. Whites decided 
to try their team with Norty Knox No. 1, Billy Linfoot No. 2, 
Roy Barry No. 3 and Harold Barry at Back. 


After two rather mixed up periods, the game opened up 
and the Whites on top most of the time won 11-8 giving 5 
goals handicap. 


Again Roy Barry proved his sharp shooting ability by scor- 
ing 7 goals on penalty shots, missing 2. 


Harold Barry turned in a fine game at back and literally kept 
the door closed. Knox and Linfoot were agressive forwards 
and should provide a strong attack for the U. S. Team in 
Buenos Aires. 


The game was marred by penalties and two serious falls — 
Linfoot and Carroll crashed into each other — almost a head 
on collision. Both ponies and players were knocked to the 
ground. It was reported later that Carroll’s pony had a 
damaged shoulder and Linfoot’s pony, which was loaned to 
him by Harold Barry, was also bruised. Luckily neither 
player was hurt. 


Later, in the final period with less than one minute remain- 
ing, a No. 2 penalty (a 30 yd. shot at an Open goal) was 
called against the Whites. Knox and Linfoot, at opposite sides 
of the goal posts, came out at full speed to intercept. Knox 
did stop the ball saving the goal, but his pony swerved into 
Linfoot’s and all four were knocked to the ground. Again, 
luckily, the players were not seriously hurt but were certainly 
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OAKBROOK — BEFORE TEST MATCHES — SEY & NORT 


OAKBROOK TEST MATCHES 
Nort R. Barry Jr. H. Barry 
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shaken up. The ponies also seemed to be o.k. Earlier in the 
game, Knox and Linfoot attempted this same play and Knox 
did intercept and save the goal narrowly missing a collision 
with Linfoot. 


After the game, the U. S. Whites received the Paul Butler 
Trophy for the High Goal Handicap Event at Oakbrook. 
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CFIAPTER. 1X 


To B.A. and 
“The Cup of the Americas” - 1966 


Argentina is the source of tournament-class polo ponies 
and, if the U.S.A. expects to compete on an even basis 
in the Fall of 1966 or any year vs the Argentine Team for 
the “Cup of the Americas”, it is obvious that the very best 
ponies in the U.S. must be available for the Team. 


The U.S. Polo Association and the Argentine Polo 
Association are to be congratulated on working out the 
arrangements for this series which was last played for in 
Buenos Aires in 1950. In 1928, the Cup Matches at Meadow- 
brook were won by the U.S. A. 7-6, 7-10, 13-7. 


- u.s. A.— W.A. Harriman, T. Hitchcock, E. A. 5. Hopping, 
W. Guest, M. Stevenson. 


ARGENTINA — Arturo Kenny, Jack Nelson, Juan Miles, 
Lewis Lacey. 


The Matches in 1932 at Palermo in Buenos Aires are 
wellremembered for the excitement of all three games but, 
especially, the last game won by the U.S. Again, for the 
records: 9-6, 7-8, 12-10. 


u.s. A. — M. Phipps, E. Boeseke, W. Guest, W. Post. 


ARGENTINA — Arturo Kenny, Jack Nelson, Martin Reynal, 
Jose Reynal, Manuel Andrada. 


This series was fully covered in the story “To B.A. and 
Back 1932” written by S. H. Knox, one of the spares on 
the U.S. A. team. 
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During the intervening years, Argentina has sent players 
to our Open Tournament and wherever else in the world 
polo is played. A steady supply of Argentine ponies has 
kept the game alive in all countries. 


In 1950, the “Cup of the Americas” was played in 
Buenos Aires. 


u. Ss. A. — Del Carroll, Peter Perkins, George Oliver, 
Lewis Smith. 


ARGENTINA — Juan Cavanagh, Roberto Cavanagh, Enrique 


Alberdi, Juan C. Alberdi. 
Won by Argentina — Scores: 1410, 11-7 


A brave effort for U.S. A. but, with all due respect to 
the players, the ponies had much to do with the final 
result. It was obvious to a sophisticated spectator that the 
Argentine team was much better mounted. 


The U.S. Polo Association Year Book account of this series 
is in an earlier chapter in this Tale. 


AFTER a quiet restful night on the Pan Am Jet flight 
#203 which left Kennedy New York airport Friday, Oct. 28 
at 9:00 P.M. last night, we are just about to arrive in B.A. at 
8:30 A.M. — 7:30 New York time. Quite a contrast from 
the three week boat trip to B.A. in 1932 on the SS Western 
Prince. Helen and I spent two days in New York before 
taking off. Our last week in Buffalo was concerned with pack- 
ing and last minute odds and ends, visits to the dentist, doctor 
and lawyer to sign new Wills. All gloomy experiences! But, 
now it is over and we are about to land at the B.A. Airport. 
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Patsy Beveridge from San Antonio, Texas met us in the Pan 
Am Clipper Club. Her husband, Bobby, is on the U.S. Squad. 
The Opening game of the 30-goal Tournament between 
England and U.S.A. takes place tomorrow, Saturday, October 
29th, at Palermo. 


News from B.A. had been meager but the plans were as 
follows: 


“The Aurora ponies were due to leave on Tuesday, Septem 
ber 6th for Miami, stopping at Aiken for two days. They are 
to be stabled at the Gulf Stream Polo Club until their plane 
leaves on September 19th. 


Lewis Smith and Jim Hennahane will fly in the plane with 
the ponies from Miami to B.A. 


Billy Linfoot will be in the other plane. 


Eighteen ponies in each plane —a total of 36 for the U.S. 
Squad. 


Knox 7: Linfoot 6; H. Barry 8; R. Barry 7; Beveridge 4; 
Murphy 4. 


Smith and Scherer expect to borrow ponies for practice 
games in B.A. 


The U.S. Squad will be housed at the Hurlingham Club 
about 20 miles from B.A. Norty Knox is planning to rent a 
house near Hurlingham, if possible.” 


Actually the two planes took off several days late and finally 
arrived safely, after some hair raising incidents. 


The U.S. Squad, with the exception of Jack Murphy, flew 
from New York to B.A. on Saturday, October Ist. Jack 
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arrived a few days later. The news from B.A. about the 
U.S.A. Team has been slim, due to pressures on their time 
and the speed of the mail, but a few facts have emerged. 


The players were met by Juan Cavanagh and Dr. Ocampo, 
President of the Argentine Polo Association and rushed to the 
Hurlingham Club for a luncheon which included Prince Philip. 
Most of the tack and players’ equipment was several days late. 
Some of the ponies were a bit groggy from the flight. Some of 
the players caught the flu. Lewis Smith broke several ribs and 
Billy Linfoot had a bad fall and wound up in the hospital. 
Harold Barry’s arm is infected from the smallpox vaccination. 
Plenty of trouble! 


The Hurlingham Fields were rough and bumpy. The polo 
balls heavy. The stabling at San Jorge Polo Club excellent 
with an efficient Sergeant-Major in charge. 


Cars and jeeps were provided for the players — late parties 
almost every night — Prince Philip was due to leave B.A. for 
London, October 17th and then, perhaps, some chance for the 
U.S.A. team to relax. End of news to date.” 


Our flight 203 Pan Am arrived B. A. on time 8:30 A.M. 
Traver Smith, Ford Motor Company sales representative, met 
us at the airport with his Falcon and a Falcon for us with an 
English - speaking chauffeur, George Slater, who is taking 
Business Administration courses at the University and who is 
to be our chauffeur during our stay in B.A. Bobby Beveridge 
was there to meet Patsy. Naturally, we were a bit tired and 
spent the balance of the morning unpacking and on the tele- 
phone. Flowers from the Nelsons, Basualdos, Santamarinas and 
the Traver Smiths cheered our room. Lucetta and Monica 
Braun joined us for a late lunch in the Plaza Grill after a short 
visit with Luis Basualdo. Lucetta, with another Falcon from 
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Traver, drove us from B.A. to the stables at San Jorge Polo Club 
where the 36 U.S. ponies are quartered. The Argentine Army 
complex consists of 8 polo fields, stick and ball area, horse 
show ring and turf track. Property adjoins the Hurlingham 
Club which has 4 polo fields. Saw Lewis Smith and Jim 
Hennahane at the stables. Our ponies all o.k. except Mancha 
Negra (the only Argentine pony in the U.S. string) who is 
a bit droopy. Guess the trip at her age of 15 was too much 
for her. 
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PREPARING THE CAPTAIN FOR THE CUP OF AMERICAS 
AIKEN 1952 


Speaking of trips, Lucetta deserves full credit for her 
courageous driving in the dizzy Argentine trafhc. The trip 
from B.A. to Hurlingham, about 25 miles, was full of hazards, 
including small towns and railroad crossings, in addition to 
the carefree native drivers. 


We watched two polo games that afternoon on No. 3 and 
No. 4 fields at Hurlingham for a few minutes and one at San 
Jorge in the distance — then to the house Norty has rented 
about two miles from the Hurlingham Club. It is an old high- 
ceilinged one story Spanish looking ranch house — large 
fireplace — with several bedrooms, 3 servants, an outdoor 
barbecue area, swimming pool with modern large pool house 
and several acres of lawns and gardens. We drove back to the 
Plaza after an early dinner, 9 p.m., and slept twelve hours. 


Saturday, October 29th. Our first morning at the Plaza 
was spent mostly on the “phone and trying to get dressed 
after a late breakfast of thick Argentine toast with honey and 
Marmalade. 


Norty and Lucetta arrived for luncheon in our rooms 
*316 — #318 before the game with England. The team en- 
gaged two bedrooms and a sitting room to use for dressing before 
and after the game and a place for a siesta. The weather is per’ 
fect — “precioso” in Spanish — and the air clear — good for 
players and ponies. Lucetta drove us to a side entrance at the 
Palermo Field. Patsy Beveridge (who speaks English) persuaded 
the guards to let us through a gate not far from the ponies. It 
was a great sight. Ponies of both teams with their mixture of 
grooms which included gauchos, English girls, Mexicans, colored 
and white Americans. Many of the former Polo Greats were 
there to greet the players plus, of course, the present day Stars. 
The players had an opportunity to stick and ball before the 
game on the field which appeared to be in perfect condition. 
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BEFORE GAME WITH ENGLAND 
H. Barry, Guinazu (Umpire), Nort, Garrahan (Umpire), Hill 
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The three teams in the International Tournament for the 
Sesquicentenary Cup were photographed and marched on the 
Field after a program by the Army Band. The three National 
Anthems were played. The Argentine team withdrew and 
the ball was thrown in to start the game between England 
and U.S.A. For the record, the teams lined up as follows: 


u.s. A. — N. R. Knox 8; R. Beveridge 6; Harold Barry 9; 
Jack Murphy 7; total 30. 


ENGLAND — R. Kemple 6; Sinclair Hill 9; R. Ferguson 5; 
P. Withers 6; total 26. 


A sidelight: The polo shirts of U.S.A. and England were 
both dark blue. The English said they would wear blue. “No” 
said Norty, “we'll flip for the choice”. He lost! 
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The game started off with a series of rather hard bumps 
and U.S.A. scored first on a 40 yard penalty, but England 
evened the score quickly from the field and added another 
near the end of the period. 


The second period England scored 3 goals to U.S.A. 1 and 
2 in the third to U.S.A. 1. 


England was playing very hard rough polo and hitting well, 
especially long backhanders. Fouls were called but U.S. was 
not converting. In the 4th and 5th period, England added 
4 to U.S.A. 2. The sixth, each team scored once and, in the 
last period, the U.S. Team came to life with Norty scoring 
two beautiful goals. 


Final score — England 13; U.S.A. 8. 


Nort’s Ponies 


1 and 6 Ragamufhn; 2 Rotallen; 3 and 7 Lady Angelo; 4 
Good n’ Plenty; 5 Ravenelle. 


139 


Between periods, 36 soldiers in blue coveralls tramped down 
the field replacing divots. The refreshment stands were doing 
a rousing business and greeting our Argentine friends was like 
a reunion. The game started at 4:30 in warm sunshine but 
later the weather changed to a cold wind. Overcoats and 
mufflers are standard equipment for spectators. 


The team was disappointed by its showing against England 
but not completely discouraged and is pointing for its next 
Match on Saturday, November 5th, against the Argentine 
30-goal team. 


After the game, Dicky and Frances Santamarina had a 
big party at their apartment, Arroyo 1077. Very gay and 
crowded — filled with polo players of the past and present 
and their wives. 


The next day, Sunday, October 30th, Norty reported all 
players and ponies in good shape. After a walk down Florida, 
now barred to automobile traffic, and a “‘lomito” (a small 
tenderloin steak) at the Plaza, we drove through the park to 
the Tennis Tournament. Richey, U.S.A., was playing Koch 
of Brazil in the Finals of the South American Championship. 
The city parks were filled with people and cars — soccer, 
tennis, picnics, resting in the sun, children’s playgrounds, row- 
ing and fishing in the ponds—a great sight! The tennis 
stadium was jammed. Not a seat available so we sat on the 
stone stairs which we covered with our Paris handkerchiefs. 
Norma Baylon, an Argentine, had just beaten Nancy Richey 
2-1 for the Women’s Title. We watched the first set of the 
Men’s won by Richey 6-3, then left for the Final of the Argen- 
tine Open Polo Championship at Palermo. For the record, 
‘Richey won 3-1 playing almost perfect tennis. Ralston and 
Ashe won the Doubles from Koch and Manderino (Brazil) 
2-0. Ten days later, Ralston and Richey lost to the same 
Brazilians in the Davis Cup Semi-Finals. 
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The stands for the Final of the Argentine Palermo Open 
were packed and we found ourselves in the top row (a good 
view) but far from the field. 


COLONEL SUAREZ: Heguy (8); Heguy (9); J. Harriott (10); 
Gonzales (7). 


SANTA ANA: Gaston Dorignac (7); Bordeu (7); L. Lalor (8); 
F. Dorignac (9). 


This was one of the fastest games of polo I have ever seen. 
The Argentine style of play seems to be an effort to maintain 
a full gallop with as little stopping as possible. The hitting 
was excellent. Only the many fouls interrupted the con- 
tinuity of the game. Harriott’s 4 conversions vs one for 
Dorignac ultimately made the difference. Colonel Suarez won 
12-10 after trailing by a goal most of the game. Alberto 
Heguy, the Santa Ana No. 1, broke his right hand in the 
2nd period. After a delay, he was replaced by Billy Linfoot 
of the U.S.A. team. On strange ponies in such a fast game, 
Linfoot played well, scoring 2 important goals. The crowd 
was most enthusiastic, cheering the players as they rode off 
the field at the end of each period. 


That evening we went to Lily & Jack Nelsons for dinner, 
1760 Alvear. Some of the English team plus old friends 
were there, including Leonora Basualdo, Harringtons and 
Mrs. Luis Nelson. Jack & Lily both in great form — a 
wonderful couple. 


October 31st — The next morning, George, our chauffeur, 
drove me to the banking district to cash some American 
Express checks. I visited several banks, including First of 
Boston, First National City, Bank of Nacion, Bank of 
Provice of B. A., a German @ Italian Bank and the newest 
bank building of all — Bank of London and Sud America 
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HURLINGHAM — Peggy Hitchcock, Florence Strawbridge, Bobby Strawbridge 
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very modern, designed by the Argentine architect, Sanchez 
Elia. I was impressed by the huge crowds in all the banks. 
B.A. financial district looks as busy as Wall Street. Of 
course, there are many more cars since our previous visits in 
1932, 1937, 1950, 1953 and 1957. We lunched at Claridge’s 
Hotel and rested in the afternoon before dinner at the famous 
Jockey Club, now located in an old residence, with Oscar 


Mendoza (our host), Harringtons and Alfredo Pena. 


November Ist — We left with Dicky and Frances Santa- 
marina for the Hurlingham Club at 8:45 a.m. Saw club 
stables, English ponies and Dicky’s 10 grey polo ponies, then to 
Los Pinquinos where the U.S. 30 goal team with Roy Barry 
in place of Harold played 2 Braun-Menendez and 2 Soldatis, 
sons of Elvira Lainez (a friend from 1932). U.S. won 119 
after the first period which found us behind 4 goals. Our team 
went better later in the game. Norty played especially well. 
Field hard and muddy. Then to Nort’s for an “‘asado” for 120 
people. Perfect weather — tables for 8 under shade trees to 
keep out of hot sun. 


From there to Hurlingham with Jack and Lily Nelson 
to Lewis Lacey’s house. Lewis had died that morning from 
cancer at 78 — a former 10 goal polo player and fine 
sportsman and gentleman. 


From there Jack Nelson took me to Palermo for polo match 
between Argentine Army and English Army, won by 
Argentina 8-7 in sudden death extra period. We sat next 
to the President of the Argentine Army Polo Association — a 
general who was overjoyed by the victory of his team — which 
also pleased the enthusiastic public. A long day! 


November 3rd — hot and sunny. Off to Hurlingham 
in A.M., late lunch at Norty’s, a run and sunbath in garden 
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ANOTHER DAY AT HURLINGHAM 


Nelson & Ruth Mead, Mr. & Mrs. June Little, Dan Kearney, SHK, Hanut Singh, 
Lord Cowdray, Helen, and Peter Manigault (front) 
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before a swim — the exercise was badly needed. U.S.A. 
30 goal team with Roy Barry at 3 played Lalor, Dela 
Serna, Lalor, Lalor — 27 goal team at San Jorge No. 1 
Field. Another game going on a nearby field. Ponies kept 
under shade trees — a beautiful sight. Team again started 
slowly — score 10-4 against us after 4 periods. Final score 
11-10. In last period, Norty just missed 2 goals which would 
have won the game. One hit post and the other ball bounced 
over mallet in front of goal. Team still being beaten to the ball. 
Norty played a borrowed grey pony which he later rented. 


November 4th — Friday — First rainy day. Went to 
bank again to get pesos. Cashing a check is an experience. 
The customer is given a ticket with a number while teller 
finds out if check is good. A loud speaker calls out number 
after about five minutes wait. My number turned out to 
be “007”. The teller, in perfect English, said “James Bond 
— | presume.” 


That morning, Ruth & Nelson Mead arrived from New 
York and are staying at the Plaza. 


Saturday, November 5th — the rain yesterday caused 
the first cancellation of polo games since our arrival and 
has upset the Tournament and practice game schedules. 


As no polo, we motored to the country to Norty’s for 
lunch with Meads and Manigaults. Visited the Hurlingham 
stables and club and San Jorge stables to see our ponies 
being clipped. Saw John Cowdray who has just returned 
from England. He is the patron of English polo and sponsor 
of their team. 


Cable from Gertie Legendre saying she arrives next 
Friday! 
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Sunday, November 6th — rainy in A.M. Hot and muggy 
in afternoon. Lunch at Traver Smith’s in San Isidro. Lovely 
house and grounds and garden with pool and guest house 
in a fine residential community. We went to the races after 
luncheon. It was the most important race of the year. The 
Carlos Pellegrini for 3 yr. olds — also the biggest crowd 
of the year. We nearly suffocated from the heat. The 
stands were closely packed with people trying to catch a 
glimpse of the track. The race was 3000 meters, approxi- 
mately 1-3/4 miles. From the top of the stand in the 
Jockey Club section we had a great view of the turf tracks 
and crowd. Before each race the jockeys breeze the horses 
on the stretch in front of the stands. One horse tossed his 
jockey and ran loose for sometime before he was finally 
caught. Needless to say, he had to be scratched from the 
race. 


As there are no starting gates on the Argentine track, it 
took a tantalizingly long time to get the large field of 20 
horses to stand quietly together and wait for the starter to 
send them off. One horse in particular was unruly and in 
no mood to stand in his place. Finally the field took off 
with Forli, the favorite, well in the lead as they raced by the 
stand. I noticed Forli’s jockey making a strong effort to 
hold him back — soon others were doing the same. It was 
a false start and they had to return. Again, the same horse 
was causing trouble and it seemed like an endless procedure 
to try and get the 20 nervous race horses, by this time well 
stirred up, to stand still together. 


The crowd was also keyed up by the delay and anxious 
to see the race of the year with the horse of the year in 
the field. Could Forli be beaten? Not that day. The un- 
beaten 3 year old — the hot favorite, got off to a good 
start, was never headed, and won easily by 3 lengths after 
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“FORLI” WINNING THE CARLOS PELLEGRINI 


30 GOAL TOURNAMENT ENGLAND vs. ARGENTINA 
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being bumped in the back stretch. It was a wild drive back 
to B.A. after the races. 


Sunday traffic is another exciting experience. We dined 
at Plaza with Norty & Lucetta, Meads, Mannings, Mant 
gaults and Beveridges, — then to a dance in small night 
club taken for the evening by the Allen Scherers for the 
polo set. Walked back to Plaza about 1:00 A.M. 


Tuesday, November 8th — Election Day — U.S.A. — 
More rain and cool. No polo. Lunched at Alfredo Harring: 
tons with Jack Nelsons. Alfredo very proud of his many 
polo trophies. Stopped at some shops and walked a bit for 
exercise and sightseeing. Strawbridges © Jimmy Mills 
arrived from New York and are staying at Alvear Palace. 
U.S. A. lost in Davis Cup to Brazil 3-2. 


Wednesday, November 9th — President Ongania made 
important radio talk re Argentine economy and peso. People 
here more confident of the future but realize much has to 
be done. 


Early report in B.A. Herald said Governor Rockefeller 
leading which was confirmed later in the day when I phoned 
Narciso Ocampo, President of Banco Ganadero and he re- 
ported the good news that Gov. R. had been re-elected. Still 
rainy and no polo. We lunched at Jockey Club with Diego 
Cavanagh — Nelsons, Alfredo Pena, Diego’s sister-in-law 
and husband and Lenora Basualdo. That night Narciso 
Ocampo gave a lovely dinner party for us at the Circulo 
de Armos Club — 18 guests. 


November 11, Friday — Sunshine again — after 2 days 
of rain, weather has cleared. Gertie Legendre arrived from 
N. Y. and is on the same floor at the Plaza, Room 308, which 
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she had completely refurnished after one quick look. Later saw 
Robert Wickser, Alan & Pat Corey and Tom Mather, an old 


polo friend from Texas. 


To the Nelsons at 9 -— a large cocktail party for Straw- 
bridges and Coreys before dinner at Helenita &@ Felix Alzaga 
— Unzues — 18 guests — all Argentines — a most attractive 
group, delicious food. Table and house “magnifico”. 


Saturday, November 12th — Weather cool and clear. 
Eclipse of sun about 11 A.M. gave a strange eerie light. 
People looking at sun through dark eye protectors. We 
drove to Nancy Milburn and Lorenzo Taylors who have 
a large house in San Isidro by the River Plate with a 
beautiful garden and swimming pool. It was an elaborate 
asado for U.S. visitors — beef, lamb, vegetables, plenty of 
Argentine wine, salads and cheeses. 


Sunday, November 13th — clear, cool, sunny — 30- 
Goal Polo Match England vs Argentina. 


We walked in the park in front of the Plaza for fresh air 
before going to the Yacht Club with Alfredo Pena, Gertie 
© Strawbridges for lunch. The Commodore Alfredo. in- 
troduced us to the Vice(CCommodore and his attractive wife 
who was suntanned a deep brown. The Argentines were 
sitting around in bathing suits before, during and after 
lunch. We felt chilly, fully clothed, wishing we had mufflers 
and overcoats. The steak and wine provided the necessary 
energy to carry us through the Polo Game. We stopped 
en route to Palermo at the attractive penthouse apartment 
of Raul Frias-Ayerza on a building opposite the Palermo Polo 
Field, with marvelous view of Palermo Park — about 20 
guests. Raul is a former polo player —a friend since 1937 and 
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also an artist. He presented Helen with one of his paintings as 
a memento of our visit. We arrived just in time for the game. 
A Scotch band played first. The stands were filled. Our seats 
were in the center with other U. S. and Argentine polo players. 
The British were very high on themselves and confident that 
they would put on a grand show and quite possibly provide an 
upset. How wrong the British were. The young Argentine 
team never gave them a chance and put on the finest exhibition 
of high class polo I have ever seen. Their speed, anticipation, 
stick work, team passes, accuracy, and quick reactions were a 
joy to see. After 4 periods, the score Argentina 14-0 — 
after 7 periods 24-2. It was the highest score in the history 
of International Polo. The conceited Sinclair Hill, 9 goals, 
was always covered and scored no goals. In addition, he made 
several fouls — 4 were converted by J. C. Harriott (10) who 
made 9 other goals and was the outstanding player in the game. 

His brother at 1 scored 6 — Gaston Dorignac 3, Tanoira, 22 
years old, 3. He played a great game at Back — beautiful knock- 

ins and back shots on both sides. 


It was a thrilling game, thoroughly enjoyed by the en- 
thusiastic polo fans. Cocktails after the game at Plaza 
before going to the Soldati’s Cocktail party which was 
jammed with attractive young Argentines — polo players, 
wives and girls. Gertie and I left about midnight and 
forgot to eat dinner. 


Tuesday, November 15th — Motored to Hurlingham in 
A.M. in time for lunch at Club with Dicky and Bobby 
Pinkertons. U. S. played practice games vs. Guinazu, 
Zavaleta, Dela Serna and Carlos Menditeguy. U. S$. won 
13-4. Norty played well. He tried a Gonzales pony named 
Mate — field soft. 
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Thursday, November 17th — Fair and clear. Polo at 
San Ysidro at 10:30 am. U.S. vs. Guifazu, Zavaleta, Dela 
Serna and C. Menditeguy (29 goals). Field heavy but smooth. 
Team went best so far. Norty was brilliant, scoring 7 goals, 
Roy Barry hitting better. Linfoot steady, Harold Barry was 
hit on right hand in last period. U.S. Team won 19-9. 


Lunch at Lorenzo Taylor’s. 


SHK went to Palermo for last practice Argentine Cup 
Team vs spares — 


ARGENTINA: G. Dorignac 7; Heguy 9; Harriott 10; 
F. Dorignac 9 — total 35; 


SPARES: Harriott 7; Bordeu 7; Lalor 8; Tanoira '7 — 


total 29; 
Cup Team won 15-5 . . good crowd — admission 200 
pesos — no publicity — very fast game — strong hitting 


— impressed again by quick and constant pace and pressure. 
A great exhibition of high goal polo. Dinner at Jockey 
Club — Bobby Strawbridge’s 70th birthday party — 
which was great fun. Nelsons, Espils, Pena, Mills, Phipps, 
G. Legendre, P. Hitchcock, SHK’s — with speeches and 
presents to Bobby. 


Friday, November 18th — Seymour III, Charles Cary, 
Reg &@ Peach Taylor arrived from New York with news- 
papers, magazines and mail. Lunched at Plaza. Dinner at 
Caballo Blanco (White Horse) — loud music with Luis 
& Susana, Dicky & Frances. 


Saturday, November 19th — Perfect weather for lst 
match “Cup of the Americas”. Norty and Lucetta came for 
lunch in our room. Norty @ Team rested and changed at 
Alvear before game set to start at 5:00 P.M. We drove 
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ARGENTINE TEAM 
F. Dorignac, J. Harriott, Heguy, G. Dorignac 


out early to find a huge crowd and all stands filled. Very 
exciting to see players and ponies before the game. Pho- 
tographers, autograph seekers, friends and fans. Army 
Band in white uniforms marched to center of field and 
played — then the two teams and 2 umpires and flag 
bearers came to front of stands. 


After the National Anthems, the game began. For one of 
the great thrills of my life, Norty got loose with ball and scored 
the first goal. We were sitting in the American section and 
cheers rang out but not for long. Linfoot’s stirrup iron came 
off and he had to dismount to fix it and the Argentines quickly 
made a goal to tie the score. Both teams made penalty shots and 
Argentina scored again at the end of the period to lead 3-2. In 
the second period, Argentina 2 — U.S. 1. Third period U.S. 2 
— Argentina 1. Makes score 6-5 for Argentina. In 4th period, 
Argentina made 2 goals to 0, leading 8-5. The game was very 
even. Both sides just missed goals and the U.S. ponies seemed 
to compare favorably. Norty had bad luck, 2 shots hitting goal 
posts and one a pony’s foot. U.S. team was hitting well and 
playing aggressively. In the 6th period Harold Barry was 
knocked off his pony in collision with Norty attempting to make 
a save on a 40 yard penalty shot. Barry stopped the ball but fell 
heavily and lay still — out came the ambulance. Norty was 
not hurt. Barry, after about 10 minutes, said he felt well and 
would play. He asked for his grey pony and played a spectacular 
game the last 2 periods. No score in the 6th. Both teams scored 
a goal in the 7th. Final score, Argentina 10, U.S. 6. The US. 
had kept up the pressure all the last half of the game and, 
as one in Polo knows, with a few favorable breaks might 
have won the game. The public was delighted and swarm- 
ed around the players after the game. Jack Nelson said it 
was the largest crowd he has ever seen at Palermo. We 
met the U.S. Ambassador Edward Martin. After the game, 
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Helen and Gertie were lost in the crowd. Sey and I stayed 
with Nort and Lucetta and joined the polo group at the 
attractive bar under the stands — jammed but everyone 
seemed to be there including Mrs. Dorignac, mother of 2 
members of the Argentine Team, serving drinks. It was a 
volunteer group — proceeds for the benefit of Infantile 
Paralysis. Norty was trapped and taken to a press inter- 
view on game. He spoke in Spanish and did it very well. 
We finally returned to Plaza — changed and went to Juan 
Reynals’ for cocktails. Very noisy and crowded but good 
fun. 


Sunday, November 20th — beautiful day — our 43rd 
Anniversary. Off to Traver Smiths for asado and best beef 
so far. Great group of people. We were sorry Gertie had 
to leave us and return to N. Y. She is such good company 
and a great sport. 


Monday, November 21st — Drove to Norty’s place after 
breakfast with Sey, Taylors and Charlie Cary. Hot, sunny 
day. Helen stayed in B.A. for lunch with Nora Lacey 
and Peggy Hitchcock. Walked and jogged through Nort’s 
garden for sunshine and exercise. Lunch at Hurlingham 
Club. Some good plain food as in 1932... Bife a Caballos 
(steak with 2 fried eggs on top) — Our polo squad lunch- 
ing there with Beresford and Hanut Singh. All Nort’s 
ponies o.k. except Mancha Negra who is sound but not fit 
enough for big game. Will leave here with Dickey for a brood 
mare. The trip to Hurlingham and back is another experience. 
The road looks like an antique automobile parade with old 
trucks, busses, Model A Fords and every variety of vehicle. Saw 
hundreds of horses in Army pasture. Held up by trains several 
times causing trafhc jams. To Cinzano Club, 29th floor, 2 blocks 
from Plaza for cocktails — great view of city. 
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REG & PEACH TAYLOR, CHARLIE CARY, LANDINE MANIGAULT 
AT TRAVER SMITHS 
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Tuesday, November 22nd — 30 Goal Tournament Match 
— hot, sunny day. Relaxed before lunch at Plaza with Taylors 
and Peggy. Arrived at Palermo an hour before game to see 
players, ponies, friends and watch crowd assemble. Good 
attendance for a week day game. 


U.S. 30 GOAL TEAM: Knox 8; Beveridge 6; Roy Barry 9: 
Murphy 7 — total 30; 


ARGENTINA: A. Herriott 6; G. Dorignac 7; J. Harriott 
1O:sTanoira 7 —=total 30. 


It was a fast game but, as expected, Argentina team was 
stronger and won 13-6. Score by periods: 


22142 0— 13 
OTe al 2 A a 


Murphy hit by fast ball in back first period and had a hard 
fall on boards in 3rd period. Pony stepped on his back. Norty 
played well and made a brilliant run length of field in last per- 
iod to score. 


Our cocktail party at Plaza after game was attended by 
about 200 people, our friends from the U.S. and Argentine, 
including U.S. and British Ambassadors, Maharaja of Jaipur, 
polo players and wives. 


On reflection, the interruption of the schedule of the 30 
Goal Tournament between England, The United States and 
Argentina, due to heavy rains, put an impossible task on the 
U.S. Squad. If the Matches could have been played as planned, 
the 30 Goal Tournament would have ended with time for 
several practice games for the U.S. Cup Team. However, due 
to the weather, this was impossible and, even after the first Cup 
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Match, it was necessary to play Argentina the 30 Goal 
Tournament during the week, instead of practice games for the 
Cup Team. 


The sportsmanship of both teams was outstanding. 


Another time, if the Cup of the Americas is played again, 
it would be well to hold it by itself and not attempt, in a short 
space of time, to mix it with another event. This puts an un- 
due burden on the visiting players and ponies and should not 
be made a condition of the visit. 


Wednesday, November 23rd — stopped at Horse Sales. 
Tattersal’s ring managed by Bullrich, Cinzano, sandwiches, 
empanodas and coca cola passed by waiters during sales. 


Thursday, November 24th — to polo at San Jorge — last 
practice game — U.S. won 12-9 vs Guinazu, Zavaleta, Dela 
Serna, Menditeguy. 


Lunch Hurlingham Club with Luis and Alfredo, Reg, Peach, 
Peggy — then to Los Polverines to see Helenita and Felix 
Alzaga Unzues’ mares, foals and stallions — 40 box stalls — 20 
mares — 20 horses in training — White Stallion a beautiful 
sight. Gardens lovely — big tea followed after with pastries 
dulce de lece and sandwiches. Then to Norty’s house for a 
swim before big asado for 125 people. Tables outdoors — 
lovely clear night — moon light — temperature mild — fine 
crowd — am sure all enjoyed it. Norty made speech in Spanish. 
Helen and I drove back with Luis about 3:00 a.m. 


Saturday, November 26th — hot — Cup of the Americas 
— Second Match. Perfect polo weather. We lunched with 
Peggy Hitchcock before going to game. Norty and team 
changed at Alvear Palace. Peach, Reg and Charlie went to 
the Palermo race track for lunch. Game time 5:00 P.M. which 
is cooler time of day. We arrived at field at 4:00 P.M. Many 
in stands. A fence was put in front of the U.S. Team to keep 
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crowds away. Six soldiers were on guard. Swarms of young 
boys trying to get autographs and see the players. Also 
swarms of photographers, professionals and amateurs, includ- 
ing me, taking pictures. There was a feeling of tense excite’ 
ment. The U.S. Team and supporters hoping for an upset. 
The Argentines nervous that they might be beaten. President 
Ongania arrived a bit late and the game was delayed 15 
minutes. I went to the top of the stands and watched him 
march to the entrance. His box had been covered with red 
material — a military band dressed in red and black with high 
stove pipe hats played before the game and on the President’s 
arrival. The two teams rode to the center of the field flanked 
by the two umpires and then walked towards the band and 
waited while the National Anthems were played. 


At last the game began — the first period Argentina 3 goals 
to U.S. one, made by Norty. Another thrill for me! At the 
end of the 4th Period, Argentina led 9-5. Roy Barry missed 
3 penalty shots. Harriott made 2 — so it was closer than the 
score indicated. Two goals for each team in the 5th —a very 
good period. In the 6th, Norty scored 2 goals on long runs 
and one on a pass from Linfoot. This brought the score to 
11-10 and the excitement was intense. Latin American crowds 
are most enthusiastic to put it mildly and they were cheering 
as much for the U.S. players as their own. The crowd was 
estimated at over 40,000. Unfortunately, near the end of the 
6th period, Harold Barry made a poor knock-in right to their 
No. 1 who stopped the ball and made an easy goal — score 
12-10. ‘This ended our rally. Still a good chance to win, but 
the young Argentines made 2 goals in the last period — one 
on a penalty shot and won the game 14-10... retaining the 
Cup. The crowd rushed onto the field and surrounded the 
players who had difficulty getting off the field. Soldiers formed 
a protected area in front of the Presidential box and, eventually, 
the players arrived amidst great applause. President O’Campo 
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of the Argentine Polo Association read a long prepared speech 
in Spanish — followed by a few paragraphs in English. Presi- 
dent Ongania then presented the Cup of the Americas to the 
Team Captain, Juan Carlos Harriott and individual prizes to 
the Winning Team and the 30 goal Team which included 
Harriott’s brother and Tanoira. 


After that, the President presented prizes to the mem- 
bers of the U.S. Team. We fought our way to a spot 
behind the Presidential box where we could watch the 
ceremonies. ‘The band played again before marching off. 
The players had tea in a special part of the stands with the 
President’s party and we pushed our way through the 
crowd finding George, our driver, after visiting the ponies, 
and returned to the Plaza exhausted but with time for a 
bath before two cocktail parties. The first, Alfreda Pena’s 
apartment on Pasades near his sister’s house, Sra. Elena 
Pena de Alzaga Unzue. It was furnished with great taste 
— paintings, furniture, photos of his past triumphs in polo 
and big game hunting and other travels. The walls were 
covered with mounted heads of his shooting trips — rhino, 
buffalo, deer, etc. — probably the best was the neck and 
head of a giraffe hiding behind a tall plant. Photo of Helen 
and white pinto pony, “Alfredita”, driving pony cart which 
contained Sey and Norty, aged 5 and 7, Peggy and Polly 
Talbott with Pop Knox and Billy Post on ponies behind 
the cart — also a photo of Knox family with Alfredo and 
Paul Brehm in Aiken. It was a cheery, gay party. Everyone 
congratulating us on performance of Team and, especially, 
Norty’s fine play. After Alfredo’s, we went to Dicky & 
Frances Santamarinas nearby — another large, gay cocktail 
party for polo players of both teams. We returned to Plaza 
tired but relieved to have polo over and no injuries. 
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ON THE TAYLOR’S TERRACE — PLAZA HOTEL 
Helen, SHK, Sey, Peach and Reg 


AT TRAVER SMITH’S POOL — SAN ISIDRO 
Traver, Jr., Helen, Nort, Traver, Lucetta 
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Sunday, November 27 — 85 degree temperature — hot 
and sunny — our last day in B.A. 


We packed in A.M. Sat on Reg and Peach’s terrace in 
sun drinking Pisco Sours. Motored to Norty’s for lunch 
and swim in pool which was very refreshing. Went to 
stables to see ponies (all ok. after game) and Lewis and 
Jim. Norty in good shape after game busy making arrange- 
ments for shipping ponies home. One more practice game 
Tuesday, before he goes to Bariloche. Finished final pack- 
ing, paid bill at Plaza and took off for a final cocktail 
party at Casades. Another large gay group. Sey and 
Whitney Tower went to another party. Their invitation 
said from 6 to 6. 


Luis and Susana Basualdo and Gowland came to airport 
to say goodbye. Reg Taylor couldn’t find his wallet but 
made the plane in plenty of time and spent a comfortable 
night on Pan Am arriving at Kennedy on_ schedule. 
Customs were quick and efficient and we caught the 8:40 
plane to Buffalo. Out of summer to winter overnight — 
snow and cold — 14 degrees in Buffalo. The return trip 
was a contrast from our return trip on SS Northern Prince 
in 1932 which took 21 days! 


Home again — after a wonderful month in B.A. 


AAs for the polo — The Argentine Press covered the 
games fully with many photos. La Prensa carried the 
story on their front page with an action photo which 
included Norty. 


Whitney Tower's article on the Final Game appeared 
in Sports Illustrated, Tuesday, November 29th, the day 
after our arrival in New York. It was most entertaining 
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and well written and told the story of the polo which was 
entitled “A Long Trip and A Good Try”. It might also 
have been called “A Good Trip and A Long Try.” 


The friendship of the Argentines was almost overwhelm’ 
ing. It is an understatement to say our U.S. players and 
U.S. fans who flew to B.A. for the Matches were well- 


rewarded for their efforts. 


To put it mildly — It was a thrilling experience! 
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CHAPTER X 


World Polo by Whitney Tower 
Parts 1 and 2 


In addition to Mr. Tower’s article published in Sports 
Ilustrated in December 1966 re the Polo Series, with 
his permission his unedited account of the Second 
Match is also included in this story. Whitney Tower 
is the grandson of Harry Payne Whitney, Captain of 
U.S. Polo Team 1909, 1911, 1913. 
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fi. LONG TRIP AND A GOOD TRY 


In the keenest high-goal polo competition of the decade, the 
visiting Americans found that Argentina’s players still are 
the best in the world. 


It was spring in Buenos Aires last week, the social and sport- 
ing season was in full swing, and a band of intrepid Americans 
were present to help celebrate that most traditional of Argen- 
tine horsey attractions — a series of high-goal international polo 
matches. For the hosts it was an especially happy occasion, 
because 1966 marks the 150th year of Argentina’s inde- 
pendence. Appropriately enough, they beat the U.S. team in 
two straight matches for the Cup of the Americas, symbolic of 
world supremacy. 


The U.S. defeat in Argentina comes as a surprise only to 
those nonthinkers who expect us to win every international 
team sport in which we become involved. The real surprise for 
polo enthusiasts was that the U. S. four did so well. Our team 
had never played together before three months ago, and it faced 
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competing with and against each other for half a dozen years. 
“We came down here with a pickup team to gain experience 
and do the best we could,” said 37-year-old U.S. Captain 
Northrup R. (Norty) Knox, former Yale hockey star and 
world open court-tennis champion. “That we lost was not en- 
tirely unexpected. What we gained from this trip was renewed 
interest in big-time polo in the States. One of our major projects 
for 1967 will be to get our top players together more often 
under international conditions.” 


The challenge facing Knox, the newly elected chairman of 
the U. S. Polo Association, was tough though not entirely hope- 
less. It was roughly similar to fashioning — after a few weeks 
of practice — an All-Star team victory over the National Foot- 
ball League champions. Few sports demand more precision 
teamwork than is required to unite four men and their high- 
strung ponies into an efficient polo team. The U.S. had such 
teams once and ruled the world until American polo slipped 
into decline during World War II. High-goal polo has always 
been — and still is — a rich man’s game, and the names on the 
oldtime rosters, such as Hitchcock, Guest, Sanford, Phipps, 
Harriman and Milburn, were synonymous with wealth and 
social position. Later, the polo “professional” was born when 
some of the rich team owners with skidding handicaps could 
keep up with the new generation only by “making it possible” 
for a hard-riding cowboy or western ranch hand — the great 
Cecil Smith, for one — to join a top eastern team in exchange 
for expenses and unlimited use of the best ponies the owner 
could buy. 


American polo never quite made it back to the big time after 
the war. Many famous fields like those at the Meadow Brook 
Club in Westbury, N. Y. gave way to housing developments. 
The rising cost of participating in the sport (a minimum of 
$10,000 per year for a man with five ponies who expects to 


sgh 


travel the club circuit and play in major tournaments) dis- 
couraged likely young prospects. Today there are fewer than 
1,000 active players in the U.S. of whom about 750 have a 
U.S. Polo Association handicap of anywhere from zero to 10 
goals depending on their overall ability and performance during 
the previous season’s play. By contrast, Argentina has 4,800 
players, about 900 with handicaps and 1,500 playing tourna- 
ment polo at more than 180 widely scattered clubs. Of primary 
importance in the international picture, however, is the fact 
that Argentina can claim 70 players handicapped at five goals 
or more, including Juan Carlos Harriott, the world’s only active 
10-goaler. The U.S. has only 34 five-goal-or-over players, and 
when Bob Skene of Santa Barbara, Calif. retired last year, it 
marked the first time in 31 years that America has been unable 
to field at least one 10-goaler. Other countries where polo is 
played are doing as poorly. In England, despite the impetus 
Prince Philip has given the sport, there are about 200 registered 
- players. There are only 40 in India, where once the Maharajah 
of Jaipur invited the pick of 1,000 players to make up three 30- 
goal teams. 


All this leaves Argentina squarely on top, and the magnificent 
turf of the Palermo field in suburban Buenos Aires has become 
the polo capital of the world. After a 16-year lapse since the 
last Cup of the Americas series — the U. S. had won in 1928 
and 1932 but lost in 1936 and 1950 — the defending champions 
were ready to show off a new generation of talent. In a dazzling 
six-week period, Palermo witnessed the best polo seen anywhere 
in the world for a long time. 


To add to the festivities, the Argentines put on a separate 
tournament for teams limited to 30 goals, in addition to the Cup 
of the Americas series. It was hoped that Mexico would join 
this field, but only England and the U.S. came. That turned 
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the event into a round robin — and a runaway victory for 
Argentina’s 30-goal team. 


Preparing for these events at Oak Brook, Ill. where the U. S. 
tryouts were held last summer, Norty Knox had had his hands 
full. Finally he and the selection committee narrowed the squad 
to eight players. None of the eight had ever seen two 35-goal 
teams in action, much less played in such a match. ““To make 
it worse,’ says Knox, “‘in order to get our maximum goal power 
we had to play men at unfamiliar positions. We actually came 
to Argentina with two No. 2s and two No. 3s. We improved 
with each practice, but not enough.” 


A natural No. 2 himself, eight-goal Knox elected to play at 
No. 1 and leave the 2-spot to Billy Linfoot, the 42-year-old nine’ 
goal veterinarian from Pleasanton, Calif. The two No. 3s were 
27-year-old Roy Barry (9 goals) from San Antonio and his 
48-year-old uncle, Harold Barry (9 goals). Inasmuch as he 
weighs about 275 pounds and is only allowed to ride one pony 
at a time (same as everyone else), Harold was moved back to 
No. 4 and nephew Roy stayed at No. 3. Another nine-goaler 
on the squad, Lewis Smith, who has played for the Knox family 
in East Aurora, N. Y. for many years, was injured early on the 
trip. Available spares were Allan Scherer (5 goals) of Long 
Beach, Calif., Jack Murphy (7 goals) of Hinsdale, Ill. and 
Bobby Beveridge (6 goals) of San Antonio. The latter two 
teamed with Knox and Roy Barry to make up the American 
30-goal team that lost to the English 13-8 and to Argentina 
13-6 in the round robin. 


Facing our so-called big team, with its average age of 38, were 
three young men in their 20’s and 10-goal Captain Juan Carlos 
Harriott, who reached his 30th birthday as the matches began. 
As it has been in the U.S., Argentine polo is a family affair, 
with whole teams of brothers or cousins or fathers and sons. 
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Today’s stars, Harriott and his brother Alfredo, Gaston and 
Francisco Dorignac, and Horacio and Alberto Heguy are such 
wonderously talented horsemen and team players that they 
should make world polo the family affair for all of the foresee- 
able future. 


The typical young Argentine polo player comes from a 
wealthy, if not necessarily a social, background. (There is no 
better way to crash Buenos Aires society, however, than to play 
top polo.) His father was a polo player before him, and from 
the time he first learned to ride on the family estancia he was 
also learning to swat that small elusive white ball with a polo 
mallet. Always on hand at the major tournaments at Palermo 
were the proud parent-champions of past decades, urging their 
handsome sons on and reminding the youngsters of the days 
when they played against the fantastic American, Tommy 


Hitchcock. 


One interesting question in this year’s matches was whether 
the American horses belonged on the same field with the quick 
and shifty ponies bred on the pampas specifically for playing 
this stop-and-turn-and-go-game. The U. S. players brought with 
them 36 ponies, most of them loaned by well-wishing poloists 
at home. Only one of the 36 was an Argentinebred, and it 
never saw action because of an injury. “Naturally,” said 
Captain Knox, “the Argentines think they breed the best. They 
breed a specific type, usually by a Thoroughbred stallion out of 
a three-quarter or seven-eighths mare, and then this pony is 
trained by the players who will eventually use him. Like our 
own ponies, which are also mostly by Thoroughbreds and often 
come to us from the racetracks, they don’t reach their peak until 
the age of 7 or 8. I don’t believe the Argentines produce a 
better polo pony, but they produce more of them. Our best 
are the equal of their best, but ours drop in quality if we get 
too many injuries.” 
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Knox's theory stood up during the first game, which the 
Americans lost 10-6 after playing their younger opponents to a 
standstill for three of the seven chukkers. “The Argentine 
horses are trained to turn on their front legs,” said Knox. “Ours 
stop on their hocks and turn. They have an edge in speed: we 
think our edge is in maneurverability. Their game is speed; ours 
is strategy.” 


American strategy in the first game was simple enough: press 
and harass the enemy from the opening whistle. For most of the 
game it worked so well that Juan Carlos Harriott, despite his 
five goals, never looked like the great player that he is. Nearly 
every time he thought he was going to break loose his escape 
was thwarted by Billy Linfoot. 


Linfoot’s own two goals, a pair on penalty shots by Roy 
Barry and Knox’s opening chukker score kept the Americans 
right in the match for three periods, after which they trailed by 
only 6-5. But the Argentine overall class and experience as a 
team won it for them in the last four chukkers. 


In the second game the Americans were seldom outplayed, 
though they lost 14-10. With his team trailing 7-11 going into 
the sixth chukker, Knox scored three consecutive goals — the 
first on a perfect pass from Roy Barry, the second alone and 
the last after picking up a loose ball. An amazing upset seemed 
possible, but the Argentines rallied, cut off further U. S. scor- 
ing and made three more goals of their own. It was a brilliant 
contest, and speed won out. 


The big lesson to be learned by the U. S. from these matches 
is that you cannot expect victory against the Argentines if you 
play your men in unfamiliar positions. And the reason they 
played that way at Palermo is because in our low-goal polo 
system most of the best Americans play on different teams. 
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They never get a chance to team up and practice together until 
somebody decides it’s time to play another international match. 
With its plethora of talent Argentina has unlimited open teams. 
. Until the U.S. Polo Association lifts the limit of 25 goals im- 
posed on all teams competing for the U. S. open championship, 
no American team will be able to muster both the firepower 


and experience that is required for a serious challenge at the 
world title. 


STOPPING U.S. GOAL 


Argentina's Francisco Dorignac backhands the ball away from onrushing Captain 
Northrup Knox (with glasses) during first match for the Cup of the Americas. 
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WHITNEY TOWER’S ACCOUNT 
OF THE SECOND MATCH 


November 26, 1966 


The social and sporting season was in full swing in Buenos 
Aires last week, and nothing in the great city of seven million— 
or, for that matter, among the 22 million inhabitants of Argen- 
tina — combines high society and traditional sport more than 
a series of high-goal international polo matches. In one shaded 
corner of the beautiful field at Palermo the two best teams from 
the United States and Argentina checked their equipment and 
their ponies. The U.S. foursome, in dark blue jerseys, talked 
quietly together and to the more than 50 Americans who had 
journeyed below the equator to witness the series. The Argen- 
tines, in light blue and led by their dashing captain with red 
wavey hair, Juan Carlos Harriott, signed autographs and talked 
to a hungry and excited Buenos Aires press corps. 


At mid-field the ladies in their chic spring suits and dresses 
were taking their seats and nodding to those around them. It 
was nearing five in the afternoon when the last of the 20,000 
seats were occupied, and now the band, dressed in the ancient 
red, white and black colors of the ““Regimiento Patricios,” took 
position before the center stand, facing the velvet-lined presi- 
dential box with its gilt ballroom chairs. Suddenly the band 
struck up, and into the clear blue, cloudless sky rose the strains 
of “Dixie.” Everyone applauded, and then in strode President 
Juan Carlos Ongania in his gray suit looking like a young Jerry 
Colonna in search of Bob Hope on the road to somewhere. 
Salutations concluded, everyone sat down and the teams gal- 
loped slowly to the middle of the field. Mrs. Thomas Hitchcock, 
widow of the greatest polo player ever to suit up for America, 
sighed in amazement and said, “Nothing has ever reminded me 
more of the great days of polo on Long Island.” 
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Then the game was on, and when it was over Argentina had 
won, 14-10, in a contest remarkable for its overall brilliance. 
Coupled with its 10-6 victory a week earlier, the Argentines 
thus retained the Cup of the Americas in the first of these two- 
out-ofthree series played between the two polo-conscious 
countries since 1950. Unofficially the winner of this Cup 
(which Argentina has won three times to twice by the U.S.A.) 
is world champion, and after the last two months of play in 
Buenos Aires — in which poloists from the U.S. and England 
helped the host country celebrate her 150th year of independ- 
ence — there can be no team hiding in the polo-playing world 
capable of arguing the point. 


In the first game the U. S. team, handicapped by lack of suf- 
ficient practice together, had done well enough by pressing and 
harrassing an off-form home four. Before the second game 
Captain Northrup (Norty) Knox had another idea. “I hope 
we'll be able to press them even more this time. But we're going 
" to change our tactics a bit, too. As our No. 1, 'm going to try 
and get myself between their back (Francisco Dorignac) and 
the goal instead of riding alongside him so much.” The Argen- 
tines suspected Knox might improve his positioning somewhat, 
but even as they rode out to do battle they confidently main- 
tained that they would win nonetheless. “Speed is our game, 
and speed will win it for us.” 


The Argentines, as they usually are about polo matters, were 
right, but not before a sensational battle between the eight gifted 
players and their wonderfully agile ponies. Had not the usually 
accurate Roy Barry missed three penalty shots in the first two 
chukkers (while Captain Harriott scored on both his penalty 
shots), the U. S. might not have found itself down, 2 to 5 before 
the game was barely under way. 


But the Americans never gave up, and were seldom out- 
played. Roy Barry helped even matters some in the third chuk- 
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ker with two goals, to make it 4 to 6, but when Gaston Dorignac 
scored twice and his brother Francisco added another in the 
fourth to put Argentina in front 9 to 5, it appeared as though 
a rout was in the making. “That fourth chukker was where we 
lost it,” explained Knox later. ‘That, and the fact that our 
horses, although they kept up amazingly well, tended to tire 
slightly at the end of each chukker.” 


Nobody on the field did more than Knox to salvage the game 
as dusk moved in on the appreciative crowd. With his team 
trailing, 7 to 11, going into the sixth chukker, Norty rode like a 
Banshee to score three consecutive U.S. goals — the first on a 
perfect pass from Roy Barry, the second one alone and the third 
after picking up a loose ball left by Billy Linfoot — to bring 
America to 10 to 11 and set the stage for what might have been 
an amazing upset. But Gaston Dorignac knocked in another 
goal in the last minutes of the sixth, and Argentina added two 
more in the finale to hang on to the big mug. They had won it 
with speed, as they said they would, and with a slight edge in 
teamwork. And the U.S. quartet went home far from dis- 
graced. In their final appearance they had played some re- 
markable polo — and should be proud of it. 
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